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ny Obedience to the Laws, Communion with the 
Church of God, and oc ex) =_ Religion, 70 
donge and * your Pore, In which, 
eſs the Cauſe 
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Continuat. of Net be acceptable to God: co whom all Js ac- 
Afiomn. Rece. countable for whact _ he hath intruſted 


or mpiks k-pt the thin of this Lit, and are 
hrow away wit lol ſafficient reaſon., 
and mho has-made it our Duty to do what we can 
withour Sin, in Obedience to: that Authority 
which he hath. ſer over us, (as you are told by fone 
imthe ſane condition with: your blves,) * 
To _ eſs in this yg Ml I ive - 
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andthe gravity 0 x fa Arguments, and which may. 
* y_ invite thoſe that: dre. willing to-be- ſatisfied, 
ad.con iger them. . But becauſe Truth and 
Re ep ofe ten. offer by the Prejudices we, have 
againſt fs ſons.;. to. remove, as much as 
may: 5th that - Olſen? I bave. in this Treatiſe ue 
ſhowed, that theſs Authors.are not alone; bit hayeit 
concurrent Teſtimony of the grow Niyn- confor. 


_ for-them, who grant, that there is 
- required, ed gore hial C Commminer of. the 


Gar of England, that Sos a ſufficien, [2 


__ le Dedic ey: | 
- for Separation fromit. The ſence of many of theſe 

pereon fr and fir ene, Nel 
eafth ly have produced two, if the (auſe were to go 
by the Poll : So that if Reaſon or Authority will 
prevail, T hope that yet your Satisfaftion and Reco- 
"very to the Communion of the Church, is not to-be de- 


fpaired of : Which God of his infinite Mercy grant,, 
for your own and the Churches ſake. Amen. 
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| THE | 
NON-CON FORMISTS 


FOR 


Lay-Communion 


With the 


IF CH of ENGLAND. 


HE Chriſtian World is divided into 
two Ranks, Eccleſiaſtical and Civil; 
uſually known, by the Names of 
Clergy and Laity, Miniſters and Peo- 

- ple. The Clergy, beſides the things 
eſſentially belonging to their Office, 

are, by the Laws of all well-ordered Churches in the 

World, ſtritly obliged, by Declarations or Subſcrip- 

tions, or both, to own and maintain the DoQrme, 

Diſcipline and Conſtitution of the Church into which 

they are admitted. Thus in the Church of England, 

they do ſubſcribe to the Truth of the Dodrine more 
eſpecially contained in the thirty nine Articles, and 
declare that they will. uſe the Forms and Rites. con+ 
tained in the Liturgy, and promiſe to ſubmit to the 
Government in its Orders. The deſign of all which 
, B Is 


GC 


is to preſerve'the Peace of the Church, and the Unity 
of Chriſtians, which doth much depend upon that of 
its Officers and Teachers. LEE 

' But the Eaity are under no fuch Obligations, there 
being no Declarations or Subſcriptions required of 

them, nor any thing more than to attend upon, and 

joyn with the Worthip praQiſed and allowed in the 

Church. Thus i is in the Chuath, of Erghend, as it 

Defence of the Bs acknowledged by Mr. Baxter, to whom when it 
Cure, part 2. was objected, that many Errors in Doctrine and Life 
145: ** were impoſed as Conditions of Communion; he replies, 
What is.izepoſed. on you as a Condition to your Commu- 

iow tn the Dodrine and Prayers of the Pariſb-Ghurches, 

but your anal Communion it ſelf £ In diſcourſing 

therefore about the Lawfulneſs of Communion with 

a Church, the Difference betwixt theſe two- muſt be 

carefully obſerved, leſt the my requir of one 

Order of Men ſhould be thought to bel all. It's 

[. Book 8- obſerved by one, That the Original of all Our Miſchiefs 
Me. Cranford, rang frow Mens confounding the terms of Miniſterial 
| ty, with thoſe of Lay-Communion with the Pa- 
rochial Aſſemblies 5 there being much more required of 

the Miniſters than of the "People : Private "Perſons 

heving mach leſs to ſay for themſehves in abſenting from 

the publich Worſhip of God, the performed by the Litur- 
than the Paſtor hath for not taking Ozths, &c. 


rtainly, if this Difference were but obſervd, and 

the Cafe of Lay-Communion truly ſtated and*under- 
BexreysCure, ſtood, the People would not be far more averſe to Commu- 
© ks iow with the Pariſh-Churches than the confor ming 
eMiniflers are, as one complains 3. and whatſoever 

they might think of the Conformity of Miniſters, be. 

| cauſe of the previows Terms required of them, they would 
—_—_ Fndg' what is required of the People to be lawfid, as ſome 
__ - ug of them do. And as the Miniſters by bringing their 
| Caſe 


(3) 
Caſe to the People's, may fee Communion then to be 
lawful, _ fi 0 we 4 _— to maintain it in 
a private Capacity 3 ſo the People, by perceiving their 
Ct not- to be that of the the Miniſters, but widely 
different from it, would be induced to hold Commu- 
nion with the Church, and to joyn with thoſe of their 
Miniſters that think it their Duty ſo to do; and are 
therein of the opinion of the old Non-Conformiſts 


that did not a& *, as if there were no midalle betweew Se- * Rathbant's 


paration from the Church and true Worſhip thereof, and 
Subſcription unto, or Praice or Approbation of all the 
Corruptions of the ſame. For f though they would not 


Epiſtle to the 

Reader, pre- 

fixed to the 
rave and mo- 
eſt Confura- 


ſubſcribe to the Ceremonies, yet they were againſt Separa- tion, &c. 


tion from God's publick Worſhip, as one of them in the 
name of the reſt doth declare. ' So that as great a 
Difference as there is betwixt Preſence and Conſent, 
betwixt bare Communion and Approbation, betwixt 
the Office of the Miniſter and the Attendance of a 
private Perſon 3 ſo much is there betwixt the Caſe of 
Miniſterial and Lay-Communion : And therefore 
when we conſider the Cafe of Lay-Communion, we 
are only to reſpe&t what 1s _— of the People, 
what part they are to have and exerciſe in Communi- 
on with the Church. Now what they are concerned 
in, are either, the Forms that are impoſed, the Ge- 
ſtures they are to uſe, and the Times they are to ob- 
ſerve, for the Celebration of Divine Worſhip or, the 
Miniſtration, which they may 'be remotely ſuppos'd 
alſo to be concerned in. | 

The lawfulneſs of all which, and of all things re- 
quired in Lay-Communion amongſt us, I ſhall not 


from thoſe that already are in full Communion with 
the Church of Erglend, and ſo are obliged to juſtify 
it 3 - but from thoſe that - ſome things do differ from 

2 it, 


+ N ichol's 


Plca for the 


Puritans. 


undertake to prove and maintain by Arguments taken 


"USP 

it; who may therefore be ſuppoſed to' be impartiaÞ 
and whoſe Reaſons may be the more heeded as coming 
from themſelves, and from fuch that areforward in ©o- 
ther reſpefts to own the Miſcarriages of the Church, 


as thoſe that wholly ſeparate from it. .-' | 
For the better underſtanding of the Cafe, and of 
their Judgment in it, I ſhall conſider, 
7. What Opinion the moſt eminent and fober Non- 
Conformiſts have had of the Church of England. 
2. What Opinion they have had of Communion 
with that Church. | 
3. What Opmion they have had of ſuch Practices 
and Uſages in that Church, as Lay-men are concerned 
W557? | 
I. What Opinion the moit eminent and fober Non- 
Conformiſts have had of the Church of England. And 
that will appear in theſe two things 3 Firſt, That they 
-owne her to be a true Church; Secondly, To be a 
Church in the main very valuable. 
Firſt; They own her to bea true Church. Thus 
Diffwafive, Mr, Baily faith of the old Non-Conformiſts, They 
"eb Palo did always plead againſt the Gorruptions of the Church of 
England, but wever againſt the Truth of her Being, or 
the Comfort of her Communion : And as much is affirmed 
<.-4ev Dic. Of the prefent, by a grave and fober Perſon amongſt 
courſe of the them, The Presbyterians generally hold the Church of 
Religion of England t0 be a true Church, though defeFive in its 
any "=? Order and Diſcipline. Thus its acknowledged in 
the name of the reſt, by one that undertakes their De- 
fence, and would defend them in their Separation; We 
Non-Confor- acknowledg the Church of England to be a true Church, 
__ oa and that we are Members of the ſame viſible Ghurch with 
' © chem. This they do- not only barely aſfert, buralſo 
.undertake to prove : This is 'done by the old Non- 
Conformiſts, in their Confutation. of. the Browniſts, 
who. 


| (5) 

who thus begin, That the Church of England. a tte rey 
Church of os and ſuch an one, y og which whoſo- Cr Cort t: 
ever wittingly and willingly ſeparateth himfelf, cutteth 7 ** <2 57+ 
bimfelf off jrom Chriſt, we doubt not but the indifferent 

Reader may be perſwaded by theſe Reaſons following. 

| k | « Weenjoy and joyn together in the uſe of thoſe 

outward means, which God hath ordained in his 

£ Word for the gathering of a viſible Church, and 

© have been effeCtual to. the unfeigned Converſion of 

© many, as-Tmay appear both by the other Fruits of 

5 Faith, and by the Martyrdom which ſundry have 

© endured that were Members of our Church, e*c. 

2. * Our whole Church maketh Profeſſion of the 
*true Faith. The Confeſhion of our Church, toge- 

*ther with the Apology thereof, and thoſe Articles of 
* Religion which were agrced upon in the Convoca- | 
* tion-Houſe, Anno 1562, ( whereunto every Miniſter 
© of the Land is bound to ſubſcribe) ſo far forth as they 
* contain the Confcſlion of Faith, and the DoGrine of 
* the Sacraments, do prove this evidently, &*c. ; 

So Mr. Ball : Whereſoever we ſee the Word of God \/*n4y Try— 
truly taught and profeſſed in Points fundamental, and the G:ounds of 
Sacraments for ſubſtance rightly admiriftred, there js Yar". © 13 
the true Church of Chriſt, though the Health and Sound- "OY 
neſs of it may be crazed by many Errors.in Dodrine, Gor- 
ruptions in the Worſhip of God, and Evils in the Life and 
Manners of Men. As much as this is alſo affirmed in 
the Letters pailed betwixt the Miniſters of Old-Eng- A Letter of 
land and-New- England, It is ſimply neceſſary to the being Jan) Mm 
of a Church, that it. be laid upon: Chriſt the Foundation 5, England to 


, . hs rd 4 , others in New: 
which being done, the remaining "of- what is forbidden, or pra 69g 


the want of what is commanded, cannot put the Society 

from the Title or Right of a true Church. 

_ Andif we enquire into the Judgment of the pre- 

ſent Non-Conformiſts,. we ſhall find them likewiſe ar- 
guing: 


Ferabbaal; oving for it : Thus the Author to  Fernbbaal,'* The 
F4 inplead. CEQenials conſtitutive of a true Church, are, 1. The 
ed,p.18,8& 27. Head: 2. The Body: 3. The Union that is be- 
+ tween them. Which three concurring in the Church 
< of England, Chriſt being the profeſſed Head, . (he be- 
© ing Chriſt's profeſied Body, and the Catholick With 
* being the Union-band whereby they are coupled to- 
* gether, ſhe cannot in juſtice be denied a true (though 

*-God knows far from a pure ) Church, - - 
If we ſhould proceed 1n this Argument, and confi- 
| der the Particulars; I might fill a Volume with Teſti- 

monies of this kind. | 

1. The Dodrine of the Church 1s univerſally held 
' to betrueand ſound; even the Browniſts owned it of 
= 19g A- oldin their calm mood, who declare, We teſtify to all 
1604. Men by theſe Preſents, That we have not forſaken any one 
Point of the true, ancient , Apoſlolick Faith profeſſed in 
our Land, but hold the ſame Grounds of Chriſtian Reli- 
gion with them. See morein Bailys Diſlwalave, cap. 2, 
P- 20, 33. and Dr. Stillingfleet's Unreaſonableneſs of 
Separation, Part 1.4 9. p. 31. The Presbyterians (if 
I may ſo call them for diſtin&ion ſake) do own it. 
Diſcourſe 2i So Mr. Corbet, The DoGrine of Faith, and Sacraments by 
a Law eſtabliſhed, is heartily received by the Non-conformiſt, 
Prefaceto 5 So Mr. Baxter, As for the DoGrine of the Church of Eng- 
Dilp. z. 6 land, the Biſhops and their Followers from the firſt Refor- 
mation begun by Edw, 6. were ſound in DoGrine, adhe- 
ring to the Auguſian Method expreſi'd now in the Articles 
and Homilies, they differ d not in any conſiderable Point 
from thoſe whom they called Puritans. The. like is affirmed 
Peace-Offer. by the Independents, The Confeſſion of the Church of 
ing, p. 13, . England, declared in the Articles of Religion, and heres 


ee levee in what is purely do@rinal, we fully embrace. 


«of his Cure, . . . 
Part 1. p- 64. and Part 2, p. 3- and Wadſworth in his Separation, yet to Schiſm, p. Co, 62. 


Mr. Throwghten's Apology for the Non-Conformiſts, 1p. 3. po 196+ Fa 


KT” 
2. As to the Worſhip, they own it for the Matter 
and Subſtance to be good, and for Edification. So | 
the old Non-Conformiſts, as Mr. Hilderſbam, There is LeQure 26:0n: 
wothing in our Aſſemblies, but we may receive prof vs Fob, p> 1216. 
it, &c. And again, [here is nothing done in God's P. 
lick Worſhip among «s, but what is done by the Inſtituti- 
on, Ordinance,. and Commandment of the Lord. So a- 
mong the preſent, it is owned by both Presbyterians 
and Inde ents; by the former in the Morning Ex- — | 
erciſe, Why may it not be ſuppoſeable, that Chriſtians may cog. Em a. 
be moved by reaſonable Conſiderations to attend the publick p. 91. 
Forms, the ſubſtantial Parts of them being thought agree- 
able to a Divine Inſtitution, though in ſome Circumſtan- 
tials too diſagreeable £ So it is acknowledged, That in Throughton't- - 
private Meetings the ſame Do@rine and Worſhip is uſed as *P9. p. 104- 
in the Pariſp Churches, only ſome Circumſtances and Cere- 
arories omitted, By the latter, We know full well that we Peace-Offer- 
differ in nothing from the whole form of Religion eſtabliſh- "5? 17 
ed in England, but only in ſome few things in outward. 
Worſhip. But I (hall have further occaſion. to. treat of 
this under the third General. 
3. As for the Miniſtry of the Church : r:. It is ac-- 

knowledged to be true, and for ſubſtance the ſame 
which Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed... So Mr. "Bradſhaw, T Unreaſona- 
affirm, That the Miniſtry of our Church-Aſſemblies ( how- po a= og 
oever it may in ſome particular parts of the Execution haps p. oy 
ly be defe@ive in ſome Places) is, for the Subſtance there- 

; that very ſame Miniſtry which Ghrifs hath. ſet in his- 

burch. This he ſpeaks, as he faith, of thoſe #hat-do- 
ſubſcribe and conform: according. to the Laws of the State. 
2, That they have all things neceflarily. belonging- to 
their Office ; ſo the grave and modeſt Confutation 
maintains, The Re Sande Truth of God's Word, Grave and 

iftr 


and nothing but it 5 the ation of the Sacraments T9%&it Con. 
and of Publick, Prayer, as they are of all parts of the Mz. © © 
. p 93 ; 


Fer's: 


13). 
wrifters Office preſcribed in the Word, ſo they are all ap- 
_— of our Miniiters by the Law. $. They own, 
That all the Defe&s init, whether in their Call or Ad- 
miniſtration, do not nullify the Office. Thus much 
Unreaſona- Mr. Bradſhaw doth conteyd for, So many of our Minj- 
bleneſs of Se- ors (who in the Book of Ordination are called Priefts 
"iis P97 and Deacons ) as in all Points concerning the ſubſtance 
of ther Miniſtry, arc qualified according to the intent of 
.the Laws, have their Offices, Callings, Adminſtration and 
Maintenance, for the Subſtance thereof, ordained by Chriſt, 
And yet I deny not, but there may be ſome accidental De- 
feds, or Superfluities in or about theme all 3, et ſuch as do 
not, or caunot be proved to deſiroy the Nature and Sub- 
ſtance of any of them. This 1s maintained at large in 
the Letter of the Miniſters in Old Ezglazd, &c. p.86,87. 
cam, And the like is alſo affirmed even by thoſe of the 
Narration.p.6. Congregational Way 3 ſo the Brethren in their Apolo- 
gy, The unwarrantable Power in Church-Governours did 
never work in, any of us any other Thought, much leſs 
| Opinion, but that the Miniſtry thereof [_ of the Engliſh 
Cotten's Infant Churches ] -was a true Miniſtry. So Mr. Cotton, The 
Baptiſm,p.181. Power whereby the Miniſters in England do adminiſter 
the Word and Sacraments, is either ſpiritual and proper, 
eſſential #0 their Calling, or advantitious and accidental. 
1he former they have received from Chriſt, 8c. The latter 
from the Patron who preſents, or the Biſhop who or- 
dains, &c. Whoever has a mind to ſee their' Ordinati- 
on defended, may conſult FJ#s Divinum Miniſterii E- 
wangelici, part 2, . 12, 16,17, 25, Oc. ' Fus Divinum 
Regime. Eccleſ. p. 264, &c. Cawadry's Independency a 
great Schiſm, pag. 116. and his Defence of it, pag. 35, 
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Thus far therefore we ſee hoty far it is agreed, that 
the Church of Ezgland is'a true Church in its Do- 
Arine, Worſhip and: Miniſtry. But when we come 


to 


| OIL 
(9) 
to confider what the Church is the Own thin 
true, there 'we ſhall fin "that they? Fe Fan key | 
Preſbyterians general y own #'Nationst Church, and « Sa; 
Jave writ much in the behalf of it! "#5 nay- be Ras ware Mi, 
the Books quoted in the * Marpin. Others look upon 7@ >-—— 
it as a prudential thing, and what may lawfully be Church.” 
complied with 5 So Mr, Tombs, |} It 3s ho me againſt "Ep 4142, 
the Goſpel to term the Believers of En land, #he Church of depend.2 ac 
England,thaz it is t9 tern Believers xs onghout the World, Schilm, Þ*6a, 
the Catholick Church 5 20Y ts it more unfit for ws to term Ta ti 
our ſelvet Members of the Catholick C kurch 5 nor is there 9 jult De. * 
weed to" ſhew any Inſtitution of our Lord, more for the one 15 Preface, 
But thoſe that will not Own it to be a true Chyrob « Croftox's 

1 reſpe& of ſuch a Conſtitution, or that C; ak —_ Reformation 

K 'y rot Separati. | 


Pariſhes 15 not of Divine but Humane Inſtitution 5 but 2 101, &s.. 
withal, its thought by ſome * agreeable to the reaſon , <<w4rey's 


Mr. Baxter hath more than once ſaid : ti doubt not, but t 43. 
he that will preſerve Religion here in it; due Advantages Lhe Jay" 
muſe endeavour to preſerve the Soundneſs, Concord ant Pia Heike 
Fe of the Pariſh-Churcher. And Me. Corkes faith, 5*m- on Gal, 
li FO - the mins _ treading down the Pariſh. "Detnkt 9-4 
HYCRECS Ts A& op1ſh 2. Bnr'i | nz 21, ar.1.9, 6. 
Others may have Wh We week 10 wes: oo 1 Mr. bers 
another, agree that the Churches 6 called, are, or the Princi- 
may be true Churches. This was the general Opini- ſeveral Non- 
on of the old Non- Conformiſts. Thus faith- a late Conformilts, 
Writer, who, Hough he is unwilling to grant that * Tomdinds 


they. 'did own the tional Church "to be a true Apol. p, 10g. 


Church, yer doth admit (4s he needs muſt ar leaſt ) 
C 


that 
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that they did own the ſeveral "Pariſhes, or Congregations 

bs England to be trae Churches, bath in reſje of thei 
Conſtitution, and alſo in -reſpe& of . their DoGrine and 
. Worſhip 5 and that there. were in them no ſuch intolerable 
Corruptions, as that all Ghriſtians ſhonld fly from them, 
And even thoſe that were in other reſpects oppoſite 
n enough to the Church, did ſo declare. It was, faith 
Defence of his Mr. er, the Pariſh Churches that had the Liturgy, 
Cure, Part 2- which Mr. H. Jacob, the Father of the Congregational 
b. Letter of Party, wrote for Communion with, againſt Fr. Johnſon, 
Rs s ® 4 and in reſpe& to which, he called them Separatiſts, againſt 
to News. 49. whom be wrote. The ſame 1 may ſay of Mr. Bradſhaw, 
Dr. Ames, and other Non-conformiſts, whos the Congre- 

gational Brethren think were favourable to their way. 
| And if you will hearken to the aboveſaid Apolo- 
Apol.c.4-p.17. giſt, he faith again, and again, That the general Sexce 
of the preſent Non- pede als both Miniſters and People, 
i, that the "Pariſhes of England: generally are true 
Churches, both as to the Matter of them, the People being 
Chriſtians ; and as to the, form, their Miniſters being 
txue Miniſters, ſuch as for their Dofrine and Manners 
deſerve not to be degraded. But leſt he ſhould be 
thought to incline to.one (ide, I ſhall produce the Te- 
t ſtimony of ſuch as are of the Congregational Way. As 
Defence of his for thoſe of New- England, Mr. Baxter doth fay, That 
Cure» part 2 +hejr own Expreſſions. ſignify,that they take the Engliſh Pa- 
IO riſbes,that have godly. Miniſters, for true Churches, though 
Way cleared, faulty. - Mr, Cotton profeſſcth, that 540 an denial of 
Jos the *Pariſhional Churches to be true Churches, was never 


= n _ faith, We dare not deny ta bleſs the Womb that bare uw, 
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England, ec. did never work in #9 any other Thought 
po ſs Opinion, but that Maliinudes of the Aﬀemblies 
and Parochial Congregations thereof, were the true Churches 
and Body of Chriſt. To come nearer, Dr. T. Goodwin On the Epheſ. 
doth condemn it as an Error in thoſe who bold particu- ?: 477, 488, . 
lar Churches ( thoſe you call Pariſh-Churches ) to be no 7 
true Churches of Chriſt, aud their Miniſters to be no true 
Miniſters, and upon_that Ground forbear all Ghurch- 
Communion with them in hearing, or in any other Ordi- - 
mance, &c. and faith, 1 acquitted wy ſelf [| before} 
from this, and my Brethren in the Miniſtry. 

But the Church of Ezglazd 1s not only thus acknow- 
ledged a true Church, but hath been alſo looked upon 
as the moſt valuable in the World ; whether we con- 
ſider the Church it ſelf, or thoſe that miniſter in it. 
The Church it ſelf, of which the Authors of the grave 
and 'modeſt Confutation thus write : A the known Pag. 6. 
Churches in the World acknowledg our Church for their 
Siſter, and give unto #s the Right-hand of Fellowſhip, 8c. 
Dr. Goodwin ſaith, If we ſhould not acknowledg theſe Ibid. 
Churches ſo ſtated | i. e. Pariſh-Churches ] to be the 
true Churches of Chriſt, and their Miniſters true Mini- 
fters, and their Order ſuch, and hold Communion with 
them too in the Serce ſpoken of, we muſt acknowledg no 
Church in all the Reformed Churches, &c. for they are all 
4s full of Mixtures as ours. And Mr. F. Goodwin ſaith, Sion College 
that there was more of the Truth and Power of Religion "6: 
in England, #nder the late Prelatical Government, than 
in all the Reformed Churches in the World beſides. If 
we would have a Character of the Miniſtry of the 
Church of Ergland, as it was then, Mr. Bradſhaw Unreafona- 
gives it, Our Churches are not inferiour for number of wages = - 
able Men, yea, and painful Miniſters, to any of the Re- CTR 
formed Churches of Chriſt in foreign Parts, &c. And 
rertainly the Number of -_ is much advanced ſince 

2 his 


(nz 

his time. . But I.cannot ſay more of this SubjeQ, than 

Mr. Baxte's I find in a Page of two of an Author 1 muſt frequent- 

Cure f Jy uſe, to which I refer the Reader. | 

Church Pi” Before 1 proceed, I ſhall only make this Inference 

2.263 from what hath been ſaid 5 That if the Church of 
Exgland be a true Church, the Churches true Chur- 
ches, the Miniſtry a true Miniſtry, the Dofrine ſound 
and Orthodox, the Worſhip in the main good and 
allowable, and the Defects ſuch as render not the Or- 
dinances unacceptable to God, and ineffectual to us; 
I think there is much ſaid towards the proving Com- 
munion with that Church lawful, and to juſtify thoſe 
that do joyn in it. Which brings to the ſecond Gene- 
ra), which is to conſider: 


S.e&. Il. H. What Opinion the ſober and eminent Non- 
conformiſts have of Communion with the Church of 
England. And they generally hold, 

I. That they are not totally to ſeparate from it; 
this follows from the former, and muſt be own'd by 
all them that hold ſhe is a true Church : for to own 
it to be ſuch, and yet to ſeparate totally from it, 
would be to own and diſown it at the ſame time : So 

Papers for Ac- ſy the Members of the Aſſembly of Divines, Thas to 
_ —_—_ . depart from true Churches, is not to hold Communion 
with them as ſuch, but rather by departing to declare them 
Reaſons for wot #0 be ſach. And faith Mr. Baxter, Nothing will 
Relig. p. jr 4. warrant ws to ſeparate from a Church as no Church 
[ which yet is the caſe in total Separation ] but the 
want of ſomething eſſential to a Church : But if the 


Church have all things eſſential to it, it is a true 
V. Annotati- 


y. Anne Church, and not to be ſeparated from. When the 

apologet-Nar. Church of Rome is called a true Church, it's under- 

Þ+ 17s ſtood in a Metaphyſical or Natural Sence 5 as. a Thi 
is a true Man ; and the Devil. himſelf, though the Fa- 


ther: 


ther of Lies, is a. true Spirit : But withal ſhe is a falſe 
Church (as Mr. Brin/ly ſaith from Biſhop Hal ). an He- Arraignment” 
retical; Apoſtatical, Antichriftian Synagogue : And. fo **biſinp.16. 
to ſeparate from her is a Duty. But when the Church 

of -Exgland is faid to be a true Church, or the Paro- 

chial Churches true Churches, it's in a moral Sence, 

as they .are ſound Churches, which may ſafely be 
communicated with. Thus doth Dr. Bryaz make the -Pnelling with 
* Oppoſition: The Church of Rome 7s 4 part of the uni- bag non " 
werſal viſible Church of Chriſtians, ſo far as they profeſs © 
Chriſtianity, and acknowledg Chriſt their Head ; but it 

3s the viſible Society of Traiterows QUſurpers, ſo far as 

they profeſs the Pope to be their Head, &c. From this 

Church therefore, which is Spiritual Babylon, God's Peo- 

ple are bound to ſeparate, &c. but not from Churches 

which have made Separation from Rome, as the refor- 

wed Proteſtant Churches in France, and theſe of Great 

Britain have done, in whoſe Congregations is found 

Truth of DoFrine, a lawful Miniſtry, and a People pro- 

feſſang the true Religion, ſubmitting to, and jojning toge- 

ther in the true Worſhip of God. Such a Separation 

would ( as has been ſaid ) unchurch it. This would 

be to deny, Chriſt holds Communion with it, or to 

deny Communion with a- Church, with which Chriſt 

holds Communion, contrary to a Principle that 1s, I 

think, univerſally maintained. * The Error of theſe | 

© Men, faith Mr. Brightman *, is full of Evil, who * On Rev.e.;; 
*doin ſich a manner, make a Departure from this ME ang "wg 
* Church | by total Separation ] as if Chriſt were ate Yn4:- 
* quite baniſhed from hence, and that there could be {* - Fees 
© no hope of Salvation to thoſe that abide there. Let p. 123. 


j ; *A, * - *+-h Vindication of 
thefe Men conſider, that Chriſt is here feaſting with Pu 


* his Members 3 will: they be aſhamed to fit at Meat Government, 
* there, where Chriſt is not aſhamed to fit > Further, ?: 13% 


- . - C 
this would be a: notorious Schiſm ; ſo: the old Non- Fobs, rag 1565. 
<onformilts: 


(13) "TA 


(14) 
: —_— conformiſts hp: ug} a Foy gomtra 
Cawdrey's In- COnfefti a law iniſiry, ana a faitt cople, 
dependency nes Ah cannot ſeparate themſelves from ws, but 
Re 126. they awuſt needs incur the molt ſhameful and odious Re- 
t Brinſty's Ar- proach of manifeſt Schiſm 5 for what is that, faith ano- 
>. of, 24, 44. NET, f but a total Separation from a true Church ? This, 
i Baily's Dil- laſtly, would #ot diminiſh, but much increaſe the Fault 
{walives ©. 6. gf the Separation, As another faith; || For it is a greater 
PR Sin to depart from a Church, which [ profeſs to be true, 
and whoſe Miniſtry I acknewledg to be ſaving, than from 
a Church which I conceive 10 be falſe, and whoſe eMlini- 
ters I take to have no Calling from God, nor any *Bleſ- 
fing from his Hand, This therefore is their avow'd 
Principle, That total Separation from the Church 
is unlawful : And this the old Non-conformiſts did 
generally hold and maintain againſt the Browziſts 3 
* Amess Pu. *-and the Diſſenting Brethren did declare on their 
ritaniſmw wart, + We have always profeſſed, and that in thoſe times 
——,, IP »n when the Churches of England were the mos, either atFu- 
the Croſs, ally over-ſpread with Defilements, or in "the greateſt 
———_ * 9+ Danger thereof, &c. that we both did, and would hold 
Bax.Defence, Communion with them as the Churches of Chriſt, And 
| Aologer, amongſt the preſent Non-conformiſts, ſeveral have 
Nar.z. s. Writ for Communion with the Church againſt thoſe 
that ſeparate from it, and have in Print declared 
it to be their Duty and Praftice. So Mr. *Baxter, 
1 8acril. &e- || I conſtantly joyn in my *Pariſh-Church in Liturgy and 
fert-p.75- Sacrament. It's ſaid of Mr. Foſeph Allen, * That he 


 _ * The Life cf 


Mr. F. Allen, as frequently attended on the Publick Worſhip, as his Op- 
The Do. Dorfunities and Sirength permitted - | Of Mr. Brinſley, 
Arine of that he ordinarily attended on the Publick Worſhip. 
chiſm, p. *4. Dr. Collins faith as much of himſclf. || Mr. Lye in his 
Anroerg A Farewell Sermon doth adviſe his People to * attend 

© the Publick Worſhip of God, to hear the beſt they 

*could, and not to ſeparate, but to do as the old 


© Puritans 


& 


Te” C15) 
© Paritans did thirty Years before. Mr. Cradacot in 
his Farewel Sermon profeſſeth, That if . that "Pulpit 
was bis dying Bed, he would earneſtly perſwadle them 
to have a care of total Separation from the Publick Wor- 
ſhip of God. Mr. Hickman freely declares, I profeſs Foraſm va: 
where-ever 1 come, I make it my Buſineſt to reconcile "=" P13 
People to the Publick Aſſemblies, my. Conſcience would 
fly in my Face if I ſhould do otherwife. And Mr. Cor- 
bet, as he did hold Communion with the Church of | 
Exgland, fo ſaith, * That the Presbjterians generally ger ner | 
frequent the Worſhip of God in the Publick, t Aſſemblies. of the tom: 
Its evident then that it is their Principle, and we conformiſts, 
may charitably believe it is their Practice in Con- 7: Diſcourſe of 
formity to it. * Thus Mr. Corbet declares for him- che- Religion, 
fel © I own Pariſh-Churches, having a competent 2P-3% ,. 
« Miniſter, and a number of credible Profeſlors of Caf, z; r5. 
« Chriſtianity, forggrue Churches, and the Worſhip ; No-con | 
* therein performed, as well in Common-Prayer as for Lay-Coms 
* in the Preaching of the Word, to be in the main -union, p. I 
* ſound, and good for the Subſtance or Matter thereof : 
* And I may not diſown the ſame in my Practice by a 
* total negle&t thereof, for my Judgment and Practice 
* ought to be concordant. And if thefe two, Judgment 
and. Praftice, be not concordant, it would be impoſli- 
ble to convince Men that they are in earneſt, or that 
they do. believe themſelves, while they declare againſt 
Separation, and yet do not keep it up. Thoſe good 
Men therefore were aware of this, who met a little 
after the Plague and Fire, to conſider ( faith Mr. Bax- Non-confor- 
ter ) whether our altual Forbearance to joyn with the neck agg 
Pariſh-Churches in the Sacrament [| and much more p 249. 
tf it was total ] might mot tend. to deceive Men, and 
make them believe that we were for Separation from 
them, and took their Communion to be unlawful :. And 
por the Reaſons given in, they agreed ſuch. Communiow 
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to be lawful and meet, when it wonld not do more Harm 
_ Good ; that is, they agreed that it was lawful in 

it felf. | 
'2.. They hold that they are not to ſeparate further 
from ſuch a true Church, than the things that they 
ſeparate for, are unlawful, or are conceived ſo to be ; 
that is, that they onght to go as far as they can, and 
; do- what lawfully they may towards Communion 
* Burroughs 'yithy it. For'they declare, * Fhat to jojz in nothing, 
Irenic, p.18%- 5,auſe they cannot joyn in all things, is a dividing 
| Pra#ice, and not to do what they can do in that caſe, 
is Schiſm-z for then the Separation is raſh and unjuſt. 
+ Vindication f Therefore if the Miniſterial Communion be thought 
of Precoyrer. © unlawful, and the Lay-Communion lawful, the Un- 
Brinſdy's 'Ar- lawfulneſs of the former doth not bar a Perſon from 
raigum. #+ 16, JoyNing in the latter. _ * The denying of Aſlent and 
oa * Conſent: to all and every thing contained in the 
© Book of Common-Prayer, doth not gainfay the 
* Corber's Plea * Lawfulneſs of partaking in that Worltip, It be- 
for Lay-Com- ing ſound for the ſubſtance in the main, &&c. * as 
= a judicious Perſon hath obſerved. This was the 
Caſe generally of the old Non-conformiſts, who not- 
withſtanding their Excluſion from their Publick Mi- 
niſtry, held full Communion with the Church of 
Irexicum, by England, We are told by a good Hand, © That as 
po. ny Oo © heretofore Mr. Parker, Mr. Knewſtubs, Mr. Odal, &c. 
nior, alias M. * and the many Scores ſuſpended in Queen Elizabeth, 
ro the © and King Famess Reign : So alſo of later times, 

piſt, to - 

Reader. * Mr. Doa, Mr. Cleaver, &c. were utterly againſt 
Friendly 1.7- © even Semi-Separation 3 3. e. againſt abſenting them- 
£257: ſelves from the Prayers and the Lord's Supper. So 


it's affirmed of them by Mr. *Ball, They have ever- 


* 14;lderſbam 


1.8 on Fohn. 920re condemned voluntary Separation from the Congre- 
R. Regers s7 gations and Aſſemblies, or negligent frequenting of thoſe 
reatiles, Tr. 


3644 Publick, Prajers, And *ſome of them earneſtly ou 
e 


ence to the Magiſtrate. ( in which caſe they alſo ac- 

knowledg it to be their Duty as well as others ) but Mr. xs Caſe 
alſo as they are true Churches; and therefore plead % et a 
for the Lawfulneſs of hearing the eſtabliſhed Miniſtry, }. 4, and 5. 
and undertake to anſwer the Objeftions brought a- ru agg ” 


gainſt it, whether taken from the Miniſters Ordina- 
| D - tion, 


* Barrough's 
Irenic. p. 183. 
Lawfulneſs of 
hearing the 
publick Mini- 
fiers of the 
Cnurch of 
England. 
XNye's Caſe, 
Pe Why 35s 


Hearing, &c. 
C, 10. $ 15+ 
P- 36g. Co 9. 
$8. p- 319- 


Treatiſe of the 


Hea ing, &c, 
P. wir. 


for's Plea for it of old, and Mr. Nye's of late, as they 


tion, * or Lives, or the 'Chirch- in whi | 
find them tm Mr. Robin: 


Miniſters, &-c. as you may 


are printed together. Upon the Confideration -of 
which, the latter of the! this conchides.- © In moſt 
* of the Miſperſvaſions of theſe latter Times, by 
«* which Mens Minds have been corrupted 4 I find, 
© in whatſoever they differ one froni another, yet in 
© this they agree, That #'s wnlewful to hear i»: publick 
* which 1 am perfwaded is one conſtant Deſign of Sa- 
© tan in the variety of ways of Religion he hath fer 
© on Foot by Jeſuits amongft us. Let us therefore 
© be the more aware of whatſoever tends that way. 
Of this Opinion alſo is Mr. Tewbs { though he cons 
tinued an Anabaptift ) who has writ # whole Book 
to defend the hearing of the preſent Minmſters of Erng- 
land, and towards the cloſe of the Work hath given 
forty additional Reaſons for it, and' in oppoſition 
to thoſe he writes againſt doth affirm's Sue rf the 
Church be called Moxnt Ston from the preaching of the 
Gofpel, the Aﬀemblies of England mray be called Sion, 
Chriſi's Candleſticks, and Garden, as well as any Chri- 
flians in the World. I hall conclude this with what 
Mr. Robinſon faith tn this Caſe, wiz. For my ſelf thes 


Lawfulneſs of T believe, with wy Heart before God, and profeſs with 


wy Tongue, and have before the World, that I have one 
and the ſame Faith, Spirit, Baptiſm and Lord, which 
T had in the Gharch of England, and zone other ; that 
T efteem ſo many in that Church, of what State or Order 
ſoever, as are truly Partakers of that Fanh ( as F ac- 
count thouſands to be ) for my Chriſtian Brethren, and 
2y ſelf a Fellow-Member with them, of that one Myſti- 
cal Body of Chrift, ſcattered far and "wide throughout 
the World : that I have always in Spirit and AﬀeBion, 
all Chriftian Fellowſbig' and Conmintrion with thew, and 
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(19) 
am moi? ready in all ontned Adions end Exerciſes of 
Religion, lawful end lewfutly done, to expreſs the jame - 
4nd withal,that 1 a ger frnaged, the bearing of the Ward 
of Ged there preached,in the manner aud upow the grounds 

ormerly mentioned, both lawful, and upon occaſien neceſ- 
ſary for me and all true Chriſtians, withdrawing fron 
that Hierarchical Order of Ghurch-Governwent and Mz- 
wiſtry, and the uniting in the Order and Ordinances in- 
ſtituted by Chriſt, Thus far he. 

From what hath been ſaid upon this Head we may , 
obſerve, That though theſe Reverend Perſons do go 
upon different Reaſons, according to the Principles 
they eſpouſe, they agree not in the Conſtitution of 
Churches, ec. yet they all agree that the Parochial 
Churches are or way be ( as I have obſerved before ) 
true Churches of Chriſt, that Communion with ſuch 
Churches is lawful, and that we are to go 2s far as 
.we can toward Communion with . them. Though 
they differ about the Notion of Hearing, as whether 
it be an A& of Communion, and about the Call of 
thoſe they hear, yet they all agree in the Lawfulneſs 
of it, And therefore to ſeparate wholly in this Or- 
dinance, and from 'the Parochial Churches as no 
Churches, are equally condemned by all. | 

3. They hold, that they are not to ſeparate from 
a Church for unlawful things, if the things accoun- 
ted unlawful, are not of ſo heinous a Nature -as to 
unchurch a Church, and afte& the Vitals of Relt- 
gion, or are not impoſed as neceſſary Terms of Com- 
munion. 

I. If the Corruptions are ſuch as do not unchurch 
a Church, or affe& the vital Parts of Religion. | Sv 


ſaith Mr. Tombs, ' + Not every, nor many Corrupti- 7heo4-;4- 


- ; . Anſwer to 
ons of ſome: kind do unchurch, there bein manly Þ.eface, $ 


© in Faith, Worſhip and "Cs in the ( — 23: Þ. 47, 48. 
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44. Boks © of Corinth, and ſome of the ſeven Churches of Ajz, 
Fi 7: * who. yet were Golden. Candleſticks, amidſt whom 
* "*_ < Chriſt did walk. But fach general, avowed, un- 

. * repented of Errors in Faith, as overthrow the Foun- 

© dation of Chriſtian Faith z to wit, Chriſt the only 

«. Mediator betwixt God and Man, and Salvation by 

© him, Corraptions of Worſhip by Idolatry, in Life 

by evil Manners, as are utterly inconfiſtent with 

« Chriſtianity, till which in whole or in part they 

<.are not unchurched, For till then the Corruptions 

are tolerable, and ſo afford no juſt reaſon to diflolve 

Afraignment the Church, or to depart from it. So Mr. Brinſly - 
of Schilm, -<<-Syppoſe ſome juſt Grievances may be found'among 
EO © us, yet are they tolerable ? If fo, then is Separation 
© on this ground intolerable, unwarrantable : in as 

*-much as #t ought: not to be, but upon a very great 

«and weighty Caufe, and-that when there is no Re- 

Temple mea- **medy. So Mr. Noyes + * Private Brethren may not 
ſured, p, 78: ſeparate from Churches, or Church-Ordinances;. 
« which are not fundamentally defe@ive, neither in 

© Do&rine or Manners, Hereſy or Prophanenefs. To 

all which add the Teſtimony of Dr. Ower,, and Mr. Cot- 

Krangelica! #09. The" former afferts, * That many Errors in 
Love, p.75 * Do&rine, diſorders in ſacred Adminiſtrations, irre- 
«.owlar walking in Converſation, with negle&: and 

© abuſe of Diſcipline in Rulers, may fall out in 

<« ſome Churches, and yet not evacuate their Church- 

© ſtate, or- give ſufficient warrant toleave their Com- 

Expoſit. on © munion, and ſeparate from them. The latter faith, 
z> Epiſt. Fol, © Inlefs you find 1n the Church, Blaſphemy,, or Idola- 
P24 56+ ©-try, or Perſecution [| 7. e. fuch as forces them to leave 
* the Communion ]- there is no: juſt Ground of Sepa- 

ration. This is- univerſally own'd. Burt if any one 

ſhould yet continue unconvinced, let him but peruſe 

the Catalogue of the Faults of nine. Churches in Scrip- 


ture, 


| (21) | 
* ture, colleted by Mr. "Baxter, and I perſivade my 

- elf he will think the Concluſion inferrd from it to 

be juſt and reaſonable. Obſerve, ſaith he, that mo. Cure of 
one Member is in all thefe Scriptures, or any other, conm- rug — 
wanded to come out and ſeparate from any of all theſe p. 40, &c.. 
Churches, as if their Gommunion in Worſhip were un- 
lawful. And therefore before you ſeparate from any, as 
judging Communion with them unlawful, be ſure that 
you bring greater Reaſons for it. than any of theſs res 

cited were, Fs 

2. They are not to ſeparate, if the Corruptions 

are not ſo made the Conditions-off Communion, that 
they muſt neceſlarity and unavoidably communicate 

1m them. - Mr. F7zez fpeaks plainly to both of theſe. On theSacra- 
* The Church may be corrupted many ways, in Do- "> # 339? 
*Arine, Ordinances, Worſhip, &-c. And there are 
* degrees, of this Corruption 3 the Dodrine m fome 
* remote Points, the Worſhip in ſome Rituals of. Man's 
© Invention or Cuſtom. How many Churches do 
Ewe find thus corrupted, and yet no Separation of 
$ Chriſt from the Jewiſh Church, nor any Command- 
*ment to- the Godly of Corinth, &c. to feparate. 
$I muſt in ſuch a Caſe avoid the Corruption, hold the 
£ Communien——. But if Corruptions invade the 
© Fundamentals, the Foundation of: DoQrine is de- 
tſtroyed, the Worſhip is become idolatrous; and 
- *whatis above all, if the Church impoſe fach Laws 
* of her Communion as: there is a neceflity of doing 
* or approving things unlawful, in- that Caſe, Come 
* out of Babylon. The Churches: of Proteſtants ſo ſe- 
* parated from Rome, 

Bute if the things be not of fo hemous a Nature, 
nor thus ftrily required, then Communion with a 
Church under Defe&Rs is lawful, and may be a Duty. 


So faith Mr. Corbet, in the name of the preſent Non- 
confor-- 


, "_— 
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Kecount of conformiſts, We hold not our ſelves obliged to ſorſake a 
_—_— oF. irye Church, as no Ghurch, for the Corruptions and Dif. 
and Diconrle orders found therein, or to ſeparate from its Worſhip for 
gg 6 rhe tolerable Faults thereof, while owr perſonal Profeſſion 
of ſame Error, or PradGice of ſome Evil is not required as 
mrenicum « the Terms of our Communion. And Mr. Burroughs him- 
23- p.162,163. ſelf doth grant as much and more; for he faith, 
* Where theſe Cauſes are not, [_ viz. the being con- 
firained to profeſs, believe or praiſe contrary to 
the Rule of Faith, or being deprived of Means alto- 
gether neceſſary, or moſt expedient to Salvation ] 
* but Men may communicate without Sin, profeſling 
* the Truth, and enjoy all Ordinances, as the Free- 
© men of Chriſt : Men muſt not ſeparate from a 
* Church, tho there be Corruption in it, to gather 
<*into a new Church, which may be more pure, and 
© in ſome reſpe&s more comfortable. And as tho ſuch 
Corruptions ſhould be impoſed as Terms of: Commu- 
nion, yet if not aQually impoſed upon us, onr-commu- 
nicating in the true part of God's Worſhip is never the worſe 
for the ſaid Impoſition, as © as we do not communicate 
Unreaſona- ## thoſe Corruptions, as Mr. Bradſhaw doth argue : $0 
bleneſs of the though they ſhould be impoſed, and be unavoidable 
> fo; > toallthatare in Communion, that is not a ſufficient 
Reaſon for a total Separation, as it is alſo ownd ; for 
Ferubbaat, aith one, When the Corruptions of a Church are ſuch as 
P- 12. that one cannot communicate with her without Sin unavoid- 
ably, that ſeems to me to be a juſt Ground, though not of 
a Poſitive, yet of a Negative ;, though not of a total, yet 
of a partial Separation 3 1. e. it may bea juſt Ground 

for the leſſer, but is not ſo for the greater. 
Suppoſing then the Corruptions in a Church not 
£ to be of an heinous Nature, not.reſpetting the Fun- 
damentals of Religion ; ſuppoſing again they are not 
neceſſarily impoſed and unavoidable, then Separation 


for 


_ 


on it. | 
r. The Defe&ts of Worſhip, - if not eſſential, are _ 


eonliſtent with Communion, and no juſt Reafon for 
withdrawing from it. This the 'Browniſts did ac- 
knowledg with ſome Qualification. © Neither count 
* we it lawful for any Member to forſake the Fellow- 
© ſhip of the Church, 'for Blemiſhes and ImperfeQi- 
* ons, Which every one, according to his Calling, j 
© ſhould ſtudioufly ſeek to cure, &c. So Mr. Cotton, * Hoiſt. Fokw, 
* Suppole ther2 were, and are ſundry Abufes in the p- 157. 

* Church, yet it was no ſafe Ground of Separation. 

* When the Sons of E/z corrupted the Sacrifices of God, 

* their Sin was great, yet 1t was the {in of the People 
©to ſeparate and abhor. Thus a Reverend Perſon, Renekihennay 
in his Farewel Sermon doth rightly inftru& his Au- S«m- 2: p. 38. 
ditors: * A means to hold faſt what you have re- 

* ceived, is diligent Attendance on the publick Ordi- 

*nances and Worſhip of God, if and when you can 

© enjoy them in any meaſure according to God's Will, 

* though not altogether in the manner you defire, and 

© they ſhould be adminiſtred in, &c. Though I dare 

©not adviſe you to joyn in any thing that is1n it ef, 

* or in your Judgment evil, till you be ſatisfied about 

<it 3 yet [ muſt adviſe you to take heed of Separation 

©from the Church, or from what is good, and God's 

own Ordinance, &c. For the fuller Proof of which,, 

it may not be ami( to produce the ſeveral Arguments. 

uſed by them in Confirmation of this Trath. As,, _ 
 Firſk, 


Apol. p.7:; 


Arg. 1. , - Firſt, To break off nion, or to refuſe it for 
| 'fach Defe&ts, would be to look after a-greater Per- 
fecion than this preſent State will admit of, _So the 


Confellion of Browniſts do declare, None is to —_ from a Church 


Faith, Art.36- yjiohtly gathered and eſtabliſhed, for Fanlts and Corrupti- 
$4 which may, w ſo long Fi Church conſifltd of 
mortal Men, will fall out and ariſe among them. And 

Comment on Mir. Fenkzns argues upon this Principle. ©* Muſt not 

Fu4e, v.19. © he, who will forbear Communion with a Church till 
it be altogether freed - from Mixtures, tarry till the 
© day of Judgment, till when we have no pro- 
© miſe that Chriſt will gather out of his Church what- 
© ſoever doth offend? This was it that amongſt other 
Reaſons conquer'd the Prejudices of that good Man 

His Life, 2.ii. Mr. F. Aller, and kept him from Separation, of which 
we have this Account. *© He knew of how great-Mo- 
© ment it was that the publick Worſhip of God ſhould 
© be maintained, and that its Aſſemblies ſhould 
© not be relinquiſhed, though ſome of its Adminiſtra- 
© tions did not clearly approve themſelves unto him ; 
© becauſe upon the account of ſome Imperfections and 
< Pollutions in them, ſuppoſed, or real, to withdraw 
© Communion, is evidently to ſuppoſe our ſelves join'd 
© before our time to the heavenly Aſſembly, or to have 
© found ſuch an one upon Earth exempt from all 
s Mixtures and ImperfcQions of Worihippers and 
< Worſbip. The want of this prudent Conſideration 
makes many to expect more than cart be reaſonably 
expected, and to look upon every Defe&t or Cor- 

- ruption as intolerable ; to prevent which, therefore 
Mr. "Baxter doth give this Advice to his Brethren. 
Teach them to kr.ow that all eMen are imperfet and faul- 
ty, and ſo is all /Mev's Worſhip of God ;, and that he 
that will not communicate with faulty Worſhip, muſt re- 
Hounce Communion with ali the World, and all wiih hin. 

| Secondly, 


" 25 h 
Secondly, They argue, our Saviour and the Apo- Arg. 2. 

ſiles did not ſeparate from defeQtive Churches and 

Worſhip, but communicated in it notwithſtanding the 

Corruptions, and therefore it's not unlawful for others 

ſo todo. No doubt it was written for our Inſtru@ion; 

(faith one ina Farewel-Sermon) or Lord Feſws Chriſt 71ers 

( who was as zealows for Purity in God's Worſhip, as nmch cer, Serm, 4. 

againſt corrupt Mixtures of Mens Inventions therein, #94» 95- 

as any can pretend to be :) uſed to attend on the Publick 

Worſhip in his time, notwithſtanding the many Cor- 

ruptions brought into it. That he went. into their Aſc 

ſemblies not to joyn in- any Worſhip, but only to beay 

witneſs againſt their Gorruptions, is no where written z 

bat rather the contrary is held forth in Scripture, when 

he acknowledgeth himſelf a Member of the Church of the 

Jews, approves of, and juſtifies their Worſhip, as right 

for ſubſtance, that Salvation might be attained therein, 

which he denies to be attainable in any other Worſhip, 

John 4. 22. We kyow ( including himſelf amongst thoſe 

that worſhipped God aright ) what we worſhip, for Sal- 

vation is of the Fews, This is ſufficiently proved by 

* many, that Chriſt did communicate with the Jewiſh * 37's Trya), 

Church, and is granted as well by thoſe of the Con- ?: 53* 

gregational, as f Presbyterial Way : And yet Do- + The Pla- 


A . . 8 - form of Diſci- 
&cineand Diſcipline, and Worſhip were much cor- CE 


rupted, of which Mr. Hilderſhay doth give a || Spe- Z»gland,c.14- 
cimen, but eſpecially Dr. * "Brian; * There were $8, 
* many great Corruptions. in the Church of the Jews Bro pray *% 
* in Chriſt's time, the Prieſts and Teachers were ip- 166. 
© norant and wicked, and had a corrupt and unlawful \ "ai 
© entrance into their Calling 3 and the People were p. 294. ' 
* like tothe Prieſts, generally notoriouſly and obſtinate- 
© ly ungodly ; and the Worſhip uſed in that Church 
* was wofully corrupt 5 many ſuperſtitious Ceremo- 
© nies, the Obſervation whereof were more ſtriftly 

|' * urged 


'  Non-confor- 


(26) 
. * urged, than the Commandments and Ordinances 
« of God ; the Temple made a Den of Thieves, the 
* Diſcipline and Cenfures ſhamefully abuſed, the 
© Dod@rine was corrupt in many Points; yet the 
< Word 'tells you, Chrift ( whoſe Example -it binds 
<.you to follow, and you profeſs your ſelves Followers. 
© of him in all imitable things) made no Separation 
«from this Church, profeſſed himſelf a Memeber of it, 
« was: by Circumciſion incorporated a Member, re- 
© cerved*? Baptiſm in a Congregation of that People, 
<was'a Hearer of their common Service and their 
«Teachers, allowing and commanding his Diſciples 
«to hear them, communicated in the Paſſover with 
* the People and the Priefts: No more did his Apoſtles 
© make Separation:from this Church after his Aſcenſi- 
© on, till their day had its Period, e&c. By their. Ex- 
ample it appears, that till God hath forſaken a 
thid. * Church, no Man may forfake it, &c. So that we 
conclude from hence with Mr, Hilderſham : - © Thoſe 
«. Afſemblies that enjoy -the Word: and Dotrine of 
« Salvation, though they have many Corruptions re- 
 <majning in them, are to be acknowledged as true 
* Churches of God, and fuch as none of the Faithfu] 
© may make Separation - from. We ſhall need no fur- 
« ther proof of this DoQrine than the Example'of our 
« Saviour himſelf, &c. For, why ſhould our Saviour 
The unreaſon- Uſe it if it was unlawful 2 Or why ſhould it be a Sin to ws, 
ableneſs of who have not ſuch Eyes to pierce into the Impiety of Man: 
Pa O* Traditions as he had, as Mr. Bradſhaw argues. 
The ſame Meaſures were obſerved allo by the Apo- 
fles after the Eſtabliſhment of the Chriſtian Church : 
This is not to- be gainfaid, and is therefore granted 
by one, in other things rigid more than enough 3 *<[ 


miſts no Schi. * do, not ſay that every Corruption in a true Church, 
maticks, p.15- © js ſyfficient Ground of. Separation from it': . The 
© Unſound- 


( 27") 
*Unſoundneſs of 'many in the Church of Corinth 
<* touching the Dodrine of the Reſurretion, and- in 
<* Galatia touching the DoQrine of. Circumciſion, and 
© the neceſlity of keeping the Ceremonial Law, were 
* not ſufficient Ground of Separation from them 3 for 
< the Apoſtles held Communion with them notwith- 
© ſtanding theſe Corruptions. Now by Parity of Rea- 
ſan it will follow, that if Separation was not to be al- 
lowed from thoſe corrupted Churches, then ſurely not 
from ſuch as are not ſo corrupted as they; So Mr. Caw- Independ. 2 
drey pleads, Corinth had (we ſuppoſe ) greater Diſor- qo NO 
ders in it than are to be found (bleſſed be God ) in ma- 
ny of our Congregations 5 why then do they fly and ſe- 
farate from #5 2 And if our Saviour and his Apoſtles 
did not ſeparate from fuch Churches, much leſs ſhould 
we, who may without doubt ſafely follow the Advice 
given by an Author above quoted 3 Whey you are at zugland's 
« ſtand, think, how _ would have carried, what he angie 
wonld have done in the like caſe with yours, and we may ps rok 
thereby be concluded. 
Thirdly; They -further argue, That Chriſt doth Arg. 3: 
ſtill hold Communion with defeftive Churches,” and 
not rejet the Worſhip for. tolerable Corruptiens in 
it, -and fo, neither ought. we.' It is ſuppoſed by | 
Dr. Owen, * That there is no ſuch Society of Chriſti- Diſcourſe of 
* ans in the World, whoſe Aſſemblies, as to inſtituted Fardica, | 
* Worſhip, are fo rejected by. Chriſt, as to have/a Bill ©. 
* of Divorce given unto them, until they are utterly, 
* as jt; were, Extirpate by the Providence of God," &#+«. . 
* For:we do judg, that where ever the Name'of Jeſus 
« Chriſt is called upon, there is. Salvation to-be 'ob- 
* tained 3 - hqweyer the ways of it may: be obſtratted 
* unto the molt by their own Sins and Errers.”'And 
if this- may be-ſaid;'of Cliurches, ' though fundamen- 
tally erroneous in Worſhip, then, Who fhall dare, as 
TY = 2 another 


T roughtess another ſaith, to judg when Chriſt hath forſaken a "Peg- 
Þ 1'®' ple, who ſtill profeſs his Name, and keep up his Worſhip 

for ſubſtance according to his Word, though they do, or are 

ſuppoſed to fail in circumſtances, or leſſer parts of Duty 2 

Now, this granted, the other will follow, that then 

we are not to ſeparate from ſuch Churches. Thus 

Led. 35%. Mr. Hilderſham concluded of old from the Praftice 
7.2 \'zea. of Chriſt, and obſerves: 1. *So long as God contt- 
82.7. 384 © nueth his Word and the Dodrine of Salvation to a 
' © People, ſo long it is evident that God dwells among 

© them, and hath not forſaken them, ec. And till 

V. Dr. Bryan's * God hath forſaken a Church, no Man may forſake 
dweliing with *3t, 2, No Separation may be made from thoſe 
God, p- 293 « Aſſemblies, where Men may be affured to find and 
«attain Salvation : But Men may be ſure to find and 

© attain Salvation in fuch Aſſemblies, where: the Mi- 

© niſtry of his Word, and the Dodrine of Salvation 

* On the - <5, contained, So Mr. * Viner, The Argument, faith 
canned he, of Mr. Brightman, is conſiderable, -If God afford his 
way to Hea- Communion with a Church by his own Ordinances, Grace 
Nige's = and Spirit, it would be unnatural and peeviſh in a Child 
ple *meaſured, 69 frjoke his Mother, while his Father owns her for bis 
Fa on Wife. I might heap up: Authorities of this kind, but 
F«4e, v.19. ſhall content my fclf with a conſiderable one from 
yon opoor dh t Mr. Cottorr, who reaſons after this manner + * The 
2; 281. © Practice of the Brownifts is blame-worthy, becauſe 
all's Tryal, c they ſeparate where Chriſt keeps Fellowſhip, Reo, I, 
+ Comment. 5 18; And that he walks with us we argue, becauſe 
_ be is:tjll pleaſed to-diſpenſe to us the Word of Life, 
Ton, P* 15% <and edifies many Souls thereby, and therefore ſtirely 


. «Chriſt hath Fellowſhip with. us 3 and ſhall Man be 
'< more pure than his Maker} where Chriſt vouchſafes 
<Fellowſbip, ſhall Man renounce it ?+/ +)! DN: * 
.. Upon this. are/grounded the wholefome Exhorta- 
tions. of many. eminent Not-conformiſts, as that of 


(29). 


Mir. Calamy - © You muſt hold Communion with all Godly Mans. * 


« thoſe Churches with which Chriſt holds Communion; A Fit. 
<you muſt ſeparate from the Sins of Chriſtians, but | 
«not from the Ordinances of Chriſt. Of Mr. R. Alleize : Godly Mans 
5s Excommunicate not them from you, excommu- Oe 
© nicate not your ſelves from them with whom Chriſt 
©* holds Communion. Fudg not that Chriſt withdraws 
© from all thoſe who are not in every thing of your 
©*mind and way. * Methinks, faith another, in his $91 hang 
© Farewel Sermon, where a Church,as to the main,keeps 15. 7. 297. 
* the Form of ſound Words, and the Subſtantials of £2725 
*hat Worſhip which is Chriſt's, fome adjudged Des cer, Sum. 16. 
£ fe&s in Order cannot juſtify Separation. FT dare not ?: +55: 
© diſmember my ſelf from that Church that holds the 
© Head. | think, whilſt DoGrine ts for the main ſound, 
« Chriſt ſtays with a Charch, and it is good ſtaying 
* where he ſtays : I would follow him, and not lead 
* him, or go before the Lamb. To ſuch we find a fe- 
vere Rebuke given very latcly by one of themſelves : 
Proud conceited Chriſtians are not contented to come out Continuat, of 
and ſeparate from the unbelieving idolatrous World, but geo Bs 
"they will ſeparate alſo from the true Church of Griſt, and 7: 459, 
caſt off all Communion with them who hold Communion. 
wth hin. | 
Fourthly 5 They argue, That to ſeparate for ſuch Arg. 4, 
Defects and Corruptions, would deſtroy all Commu- | 
nion. 1f this ſhould be, ſaith Mr. * Bradſhaw; then no OI 
Man can preſent himſelf with a good Conſcience, at any PO TRIINE 
publick Worſhip of God whereſoever 5, becauſe ( except it 
ſhould be ſtinted and preſcribed ) he can have no Aſſu- 
rance, bunt that ſome Errors in Matter and Forms will be 
committed, So Mr. Ball : * One Man is of Opinion, Trial of the 
© that a preſcribed Form is better than another 3 ano- -mnorrnyg 
*ther, that a preſcribed Form- is unlawful, &c. In p. 137, 135:. 
* theſe Caſes, iFthe leaſt Error do ſtain the Prayers to 
others,. 


(30) 
© others, that they may not lawfully joyn together, 
© with whom ſhall the Faithful joyn at all ? Is not this 
Ka * to fill the Conſcience with Scruples, and the Church 
> 55. * © + with Rents ? Such as theſe muſt, if they will be true 
- totheir own Principles, renounce Communion with all 
gs bo - the World, and be like thoſe that Mr.Baxter tells us he 
agg knows, That never communicate with any Church, aor 
ever publickly hear, or pray, or worſhip God at all, becauſe 
they think all your ways | which he diredts to Mr, Bag- 
ſhaw, and other Non-conformilts] of Worſhip to be bad, 
With this there can be no continuance in any 
Communion : fo much Mr. Barroyghs doth maintain: 
Texic. c,.23, * There would be no continuance in Church-Fellow- 
IOoTY © ſhip if this [ a Separation from a Church for Cor- 
© ruptions in it ] were admitted 3 for what Church 
<is ſo pure, and hath all things ſo comfortable, but 
* within a while another Church will be more pure, 
< and ſome things will be more comfortable there ? 
Upon the miſchievous Conſequences of this did Mr. R. 
Godly Mans A/ein ground his laſt Advice to his Pariſhioners : De- 
Portionp.127- (roy ot, ſaith he, all Communion by ſeeking after a 
purer Church, than in this imperfet State we ſhall ever 
attain. According to thissPrinciple | no Communion at 
all, if nct in all ] where ſhall we reſt? In all Sociay 
omething will offend. 
With this, laſtly, there can be no Order, Union, or 
Comment. on Peace in the Church: So Mr. Baines, a Perſon of 
—_— great Experience : This [| ſeeking the Peace of Sion] 
15 pa reproveth ſuch as make a Seceſſion or Departure from the 
Church of God, our viſible Aſſemblies, either upon diſlike of 
forme Diſorders in A dminiſtration Eccleſiaſtical, or dife 
allowed Forms, and manner of procuring things which 
the Communion Saints for full Complement and 
PerfeFion requireth. This is not, in my conceit, 0 
ewnch to reform as to deform, to maſſacre the Body, = 
Tuiae 


fa, 


(31) | | 

divide the Head, &c. and will end in the Diſfoliition Xe7797's Me » 

of all Church-Communion ( if it be followed ) as &. ©? 

1s notorioutly evident in the caſe of Mr. R. Williams _ _— 

of New-England, that for the fake of greater Purity par 2. p. 171, 

ſeparated fo long, that he ownedi'no Church nor Or- | 

dinances of God in the World; and at his motion, 

the People that were in Communion with him diflol- 

ved themſelves, as we have the account from thence. 

This therefore is one of the DoGrines we are to a- 

void, according to the prudent Advice in a Book _ 

© abovecited : * Dotrines crying up Purity to the g£19es 

*Ruine of Unity, reje&t; for the Goſpel calls for cer, Sm. 14.. 

© Unity as well as Purity. ok 
Fiftkly; They argue, That to ſeparate upon ſuch Arg. 5. 

an account,is not at all warranted in Scripture. Thus 

Mr. Cawadrey - © It is no Duty of Chrilt's tmpoſing,no O_ Wi 

© Priviledg of his purchaſing, either to deprive a Mans” 7 

«{]f of his Ordinances for other Mens Sins, or to ſet. 

*up a new Church in oppoſition to- a true Church, as. 

*no- Church rightly conſtituted, for want of ſome _ 

{Reformation in lighter Matters. Saith Mr, Blake, 17-4 Fee: 

We read not of Separation in his way [ for the ſake of ** ff 

Abuſes and Corruptions 7] approved, nor any Preſidents 

to go before us in it; we read a heavy Brand laid upon it, 

Jude 19. Fheſe be they who ſeparate themſelves, ſenſual, 

not having the Spirit. . So the Congregations in New- 

Ergland declare : © The Faithful in the Church of Platformof: 

* Corinth, wherein were» many unworthy Perſons and _— | 

© Practices, are never commanded to abſent themſelves 1ana,c. 14.5 8-. 

*from the Sacrament becauſe of the ſame 3. therefore 

* the Godly in like Caſes are not preſently to ſeparate. 

Tt ſhould rather have been inferr'd, are not to ſepa- 

rate, for ſo much muſt be concluded from the Pre- 

miſes, .if any thing at all. This is accordingly in- 

fer'd by Mr. Nojzes :. For * Brethren to ſeparate from Temple mea- 

Churches 9% p: 75% 


(:32)) 


Churches and Church-Ordinances, which-are not funda- 


mentally defe@ive, neither in DoGrine or Manners, in 
Hereſy or Prophaneneſs, is contrary to the Do@rine and 
Pradice both of Chriſt and: his Apoſtles. Unto whom 
Theodulis I (ball add the Teſtimony of Mr. 1owbs : * Separation 
Anſv. to Pref. © from a Church ſomewhat erroneous -or corrupt 
535-4" ©£jn Worſhip or Converſation, e*c. is utterly diflo- 
* nant from any of the Rules or Examples, which ei- | 

© ther of old the Prophets, or holy Men, or Chriſt 
* and his Apoſtles have preſcribed, 1s for the moſt 
© part the Fault of Pride or bitter Zeal, and tends to 

« Strife and Confuſion, and every evil Work. 

Arg. 6. Sixthly; They argue, That there is no neceſſity 
for Sefaration for the ſake of ſuch-Corruptions, be- 
cauſe a Perſon may communicate 1n the Worſhip. with- 
out partaking in thoſe Corruptions. It was the Opi- 
Confer.S4Y99, nion of the Presbyterian Brethren at the Savoy-Con- 
p- 12>-e*s ference, that not only the hearing, but the reading a 
Defence of the defeCtive Liturgy was lawful to him, that by Violence 
Cure,:3435- 5s neceflitated to offer up that or none. And if there 
was a Poſlibility of thus ſeparating the ſubſtance from 
the circumſtantial Defeats in the Miniſterial Uſe of 
ſuch Worſhip, much more may this be ſuppoſed to 
to be done by thoſe that only attend upon it, and 
are not obliged by any AC of their own to give an 
explicite Conſent to all and every thing uſed in it. 
; I, This Separation of the good from the bad in Di- 
Trial cf the, vine Worſhip they grant poſſible. So Mr. Ball; If 
p. 308. - ſome things human be mixed with divine, a ſound Chri- 
ſtian muſt ſeparate the one from the other, and not caſt 
away what is of God, as a nullity, fruitleſs, unprofitable, 
 defiled, becauſe ſomewhat of Men is annexed unto thew, 
In the Body we can diſtinguiſh betwixt the Subſtance, 
and the Sickneſs which tleaveth unto it 5 betwixt the 
' Subſtance of a Part or Member, and ſome Bunch or _ 
| ng. 


.t 


ling, which is a Deformity, but deſirogeth not the N4- 


ture of that Part or Member, &c. So Mr. Calamy : It's Door cf Truth 
one thing to keep our ſelves pure from Pollution z another, 2% Þ+7+ 

to gather Churches out of Churches, 2. They grant, 

that what is faulty and a Sin in Worſhip, is no Sin to 

us, when we do not conſent to it. So Mr. Corbet : My Non-confor- 

partaking in any Divine Worſhip, which is holy and o_ Plea,&c* 
good for the Matter, and allowable or paſſable in the * © | 


 ... node for the main, doth not involve me in the blame 


of ſome ſinful Defedts therein, to which F conſent wot, 
and which I cannot redreſs. So another, in his Fare- 
wel Sermon: While all neceſſary fundamental Truth is gs no _ 
publickly profeſſed and maintained in a Church, is taught yerm. 4. mg 
and held forth in publick Aſſemblies, and the Corruptions 
there (though great, zet ) are not ſuch as make the Worſhip 
ceaſe to be God's Worſhip, nor of neceſſity to be ſwallowed 
down, if one would communicate in that Worſhip, while any 
Chriſtian (that is wp over his own Heart and Carri- 
age, as all onght ever to be ) may partake in the one, without 
being ative in,or approving the other 3 there God is yet pre- 
ſent, there he may be ſpiritually worſhipped, ſerved accepta- 
bly, and really enjoyed. 3. They grant, that the being 
preſent at Divine Worſhip is no conſent to the Cor- 
ruptions in it. Thus Mr. Robinſon : © He that partakes }-awfulneſs of 
* with the Church in the upholding any Evil, hath his dry. 4 my 
* part in the Evil alſo. But I deny, as a moſt vain Ima- 
* gination, that every one that partakes with a Church 
*1n things lawful, joyns with it in upholding the 
* things unlawful to be found in it. Chriſt our Lord 
* joyned with the Jewiſh Church in things lawful, 
* and yet upheld nothing unlawful in it. So Mr. Njes Cafe of great 
Approbation is an a# of the Mind, it is not ſhewed until idea 
it be expreſſed outwardly by my Words and Geſtures, Cure, dir. 35. 
This Mr. ' Baxter undertakes to prove by'ſeveral Ar- yh 


guments, as that no Man can in Reaſon and Juſtice 
F take 
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(314) 
take that for my Profeſſion, which T never made 
Word or Deed. That the Profeflion' made $4 
Church-Communion is totally diſtint from this, 
That this Opinion would make it unlawful to joyn 
with any Paſtor, or Church on Earth, ſince every one 
mixeth Sin with their Prayers. 4. They ſay, that 
Carruptions, theugh foreknown, do not yet make 
thoſe that are preſent guilty of them, Thus the old 
Non-conformiſts declare : ©It is all one to the Peo- 
© ple, whether the Fault be perſonal { as ſome diſtin- 
« ayiſh ) or otherwiſe; known before-hand, or not 
hw For if fimple Preſence defile, whether it 
«was known beforc-hand or not, all Preſence is faulty.. 
«And if fimple Preſence defile not, our Preſence is 
*not candemned, by reaſon of the Carruptions. 
known,. whereof we ſtand not guilty. If the Error 
< be ſuch as may be tolerated, and I am called to be 
«preſent, by ſuch Fault I am nat defiled, though 
known before. Mr. Baxter replies to thoſe of a 
contrary Opinion after this manner : ©* Take heed that 
«* thus | by affirming that fore-knowing Faults in 
« Worſhip makes them ours ] you make not God the 
< orcateſt Sinner, and the worſt Being in all the World. 
<« Far God fore-knoweth all Mens Sins, and is preſent 
«when they commit them 3 and he hath Communion 
«with all -the Prayers of the Faithful in the Warld + 
< what Fauks foever be in the Words or Forms, he 
« doth not reje& them for any ſuch Failingg,, Will: 
© you fay therefore that God appraveth or conſent- 
<eth to all: theſe Sins> I know beforehand, that 
«every Man will fin that prayeth (by defe& of De- 
« ſire, &c.) But how doth all this. make it mine 2 ec. 
And he otherwhere adds: *© It is another Mans 
* Fault or Error that you fore-know; and' not your 
« own. 5. It's granted, that the Fault of another in 


the 


C352) 


the Miniſtratiot of Divine Worlhip is tiotie of otrs, 


nor a ſufficient Reaſon to abſent from ir, or to Ae- 


 prive our ſelves of it. Thus Mr. Baxter + © The Cure p- 197. 
V. Ferubbaal 


* wording of the publick Prayers is the Paſtors Work, ;united, » 16, 
© and none of mine, &c. And why ſhould any hold *. 22, 34. 

© me guilty of another Mans Fault, which T neither - + 
* can help, nor belongeth to- any Office of tne. to 

© help, any farther than ro adtmonitſh him. And that 

the Faults of him that miniſters, are no ſufficient Rea- 

ſons to debar our ſelves of Communion in the Wor- 

ſhip, Mr. Nye affirms, and proves by this Argutnent : Cale of greae 
< If I may not omit a Duty in reſpe& to the Evil mixed ug, p4 moegg 
<with it, which is my owns much lefs may I thas : 

© leave an Ordinance for the Evil that is another 

* Mans, no way mine, or to be charged upon me 3 

© this were to make another Mans Sins or Infirmities 

© more mine than my own. Thus is the Caſe reſolved 4 
with reſpe& tothe Croſs in Baptiſm : *I'may not only, Diſco p65 
* faith one, do that which I judg to be inconvenient, 

* but ſuffer another to do that which I judg to be un- 

© lawful, rather than be deprived of a neceſſary Or- 

* dinance : e. g. If either I muſt have my Child bap- 

© tized with the ſign of the Crofs, or not baptized at 

* all 5 I muſt ſuffer it to be done im that way, though 

<] judg it an unlawful Addition, becauſe the manner 

* concerns him that doth it, not me ( at leaſt not fo 

* much ) ſo long as there is all the Effence. He muſt 

© be refponſible for every Irrepularity, not I' Thus 

Jacob took Laban's Oath, thongh by his Idols, qc. V. Goftor's 
After the fame manner doth Mr. Baxter reſolve the Ng _ 
Caſe in They — 49. _, 

Seventbly ; L itisa Duty ro joyti Are. 7. 
with a Melo ive Paley Worſhip, where , K6- w_ 
have no better. Thus the Presbyterian Brethren at , ©, 6. « 
the Sevoy « 9 5 An) inconventent mode of Worfhip is 4 the Savoy, | 4 


F 2 Sin P: 3, 12213: 
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©Sin in the Impoſer, and in the Chuſer and volunta- 

*ry Uſer, that may offer God better and will not : 

© And yet it may not 'only be lawful, but a Duty to 

© him, that by Violence is neceſſitated to offer up 

*that or none. This is acknowledged by an Au- 

© + Thor that is far from being favourable to Communion 
Erin! with the Church: If the Word of God conld be no 
p64 where beard, or Communion in Sacraments no where 
enjojed, but only in ſuch Churches that were ſo corrupt, 

as yours is conceived to be 3 it might be lawful, yea, and 

a Duty to joyn with you, ſo far as poſſibly Chriſtians could 

Def. of Cure without Sin. Accordingly Mr. Baxter declares, That 
part 3s 27 is A Duty to hold Communion conſtantly with any 
. ofthe Pariſh Churches amongſt us, that have honeſt 
competent Paſtors, when we can have no better z and 

Part 2. p. x76- profeileth for bis own part : Were I, faith he, i» Arme- 
and Cure, ja, Abaſſia, or among the* Greeks, 1 would joyn in a 
63959 ench more defeFtive Form than our Liturgy, rather than 
zone. And he adds, That this is the Fudgment of ma- 

29 New-England Mznifters (* to jogn with the Engliſh 

Liturgy, rather than have no Church-Worſhip ) I have 


Defenceof Sy- reaſon to conjeFure from the Defence of the Synod, &c. 
-""] Now in what Caſes this is to be preſumed, that we 


Þet. of Cure, can have no better 3 he ſhews, x. When it is ſo by 
_— 4.5) ona a neceſlity ariſing from Divine Providence. 2. A 
bp rw?” neceſlity proceeding from humane Laws which forbid 
it.. 3. Aneceſlity fromthe Injury done to the Publick. 
And 4. Whenirtis toour own greater hinderance than 
help, -as when we muſt uſe none, or do worſe. 
" In theſe and the like Caſes it becomes a Duty, and 
what is otherwiſe lawful, is thereby made neceſlary; 
And he that cannot joyn with.a purer Worſhip, than 
what is publickly eſtabhſhed, without the .breach of 
Humane Laws,or the diſturbance of the Publick Peace, 
er dividing the Church of God, or the bringing Dan- 


ger 


"A 3J7) 
upon himſelf, is as much, where any of theſe or 

the like Reaſons are, reſtrained from ſo doing, as f 

it did proceed from natural or providential Neceflity ; 

that is, the one he cannot do phyſically and naturally, 

the other he cannot do morally, honeſtly, and pru- 

dently. Having thus far ſtated the Caſe; and ſhew'd 

that it's univerſally owned by thoſe that diſſent from 

the Church of Ezgland, that Communion in a Wor- 

ſhip not effentially defefive and corrupted is lawful ; 

and that it's a received Opinion, that where better is 

not to be had, it's a Duty ; and that better is not to 

had, where it is not to be had lawfully. I might freely - 

paſs on, but becauſe there 1s a common ObjeQion 

againſt what has been ſaid, taken from Malac. 1. 14. 

Curſed be the Deceiver, &c. that voweth and facrificeth 

to the Lord a corrupt thing - I ſhall briefly return their 

Anſwer to it, and proceed. To this the old Non- 

conformiſts reply: Tx. *No Argument can be Lerter of the 

* brought from this place to the purpoſe, but by Ana- the Minit. of 

*logy, which is a kind of arguing of all other moſt el - 

* ready at hand, but liable to moſt Exceptions, and N*>-£ng!. 

<apt to draw aſide, if Care be not had ( which in *''t 

© this Caſe we find not) to take the Proportion in IND 

«every material Point juſt and true. 2. The cor- ies 

© rupt Sacrifice is that which the Deceiver bringeth p. 74. a 

* voluntarily, and out of negle&t, having a Male in 

© his Flock 3 but the Faithful bringeth himſelf, and his 

« godly Deſires, according to the Will of God ; and 

*as for Corruptions whether reſpeting Matter or 

* Form, they are none of his, they cleave not to his 

«Sacrifice, to ſtain or pollute it, &c. 3. He offers 

not a corrupt thing, who. offers the beſt he hath 

4. It 5s 10 be conſidered, faith Mr. Ball, that what is-7521of the, | 

ſimply beſt, is not beſt in Relation to this or that Cir- c. 4.p. 3% 

emſtance or End ; what is beſt in a time free, is not beſt: 

7/2. 


.' 


þ+ 85, 


Def. of Cure, guy @ tie not free. It is granted, ſaith Mr. Baxter, tha 


we mnſt offer God the beſt that we can do, but not the 
beſt which we cannot do. And many things wnſft concur 
( and eſpecially a reſpet# to the Pablick (ood ) to hnow 


V. Burrovgh's wh;ch is the beſt. So that before this Text can be 
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oppoſed to what has been ſaid, it muſt be proved, 
' T7. That the things in queſtion are Corruptions, as 
much -prohibited as' the blind and lame under the 
Law. 2: That they are ſuch as a Perſon doth chuſe, 
and it is in his Power to help, and offers it when he 
hath a Male in his Flock. 3. That ſuch a Corrupti- 
ON as affe&s not the ſubſtance of Worſhip, doth yet 
alter the Nature of it, and makes the: whole to be a 
corrupt thing, and abominable to God. If theſe 
things are not, the Objection reacheth not the Caſe, 
and there is no ground from that place for this Ob- 
jection. 

I ſhall conclude this Head with a remarkable Say- 
ing of the Miniſters of New-Exgland : To ſeparate 
from a Church for ſome Evil only conceived, or indeed 
in the Church, which might and ſhould be tolerated and 
healed with a Spirit of eMeekneſs, and of which the 
Church is not yet convinced, though perhaps himfelf be ; for 
this or the like Reaſons, to withdraw from Publick Com- 
wunion in Word, Seals, or Cenſures, is unlawful and ſinful. 

But ſuppoſing it may be unlawful to ſeparate from 
a Church for a defeQive and faulty Worſhipz yet 
it may be ſuppoſed, that it may be lawful when it 
is for better Kdification, and that we may chuſe 
what is for our Edification before what is not, 
and what is more for our Edification before what is 
leſs. For the Decifion of which Caſe I fhball fhew 
from them, 

. P. 2. That as Defefts and Faults in Worſhip, fo nei- 
ther is the pretence of better Edification a _— 
. caion 


(39) 
Reaſon againſt Communion with a Church. Some- 
times they fay it is no better than a'meer Pretence and — 
Imaginary, 4 ſeeming Contentwent of Mind, as one arr; ogmae 
calls it. This Mr. Hilderſham takes notice of :: Some Gn 4.4, 5. 
prefer others before their own Paſtor, only becauſe they Led. 58. 
ſhew more Leal in their Voice and. Geſture, and Phraſe 
of Speech aud Maxncr of Delivery, though haply the 

oGrine it ſelf be nothing ſo wholeſome or powerful, or 
fit ta edifie their Gonſciences, as the Dofirine of their 
own "Paſtor is 5 of fach he ſaith, we mray wiſh them more _ 
Kmnowledg and Judgment. Mr. Baxter obſerves the Cure of Divite- 
fame 3 © One thinks that this is the beſt way, and ano- © f” 
© ther, that the other s beſt———And commonly ap- 
* pearance, and a taking Tone and Voice, do more 
* with them than ſolid Evidence of Truth. There- 
fore it's fit to have a right Notion of Edification,. 
which, (uh a Reverend Perſon of late, lres more in Con inuat. of 
the informing of our Tudgments, aud confirming our Re- NO": _— 
ſalutions, than in the Guſts and Reliſhes of Aﬀedtion, * Fr 
Theſe, as he ſaith, are indeed of great uſe to the other, 
but without them are far from making a Perfon bet- 
ter, and leaving him truly edified. Again, it may 
be, and 'tis no better than a meer Pretence, when the 
Fault is in themſelves that complain they do not e- 
dify. Mr. Hilderſhav: charges it upon ſuch : * Thou 1-8: 28. | 
* mighteſt receive Profit (if the Fault be not in thy rg 
Gf) by the meaneſt of us that preach. And he 
thus freely again declares himſelf; © I am perfwaded, 
* there 18 never a_ Miniſter that is of the moſt excel- 
©lent Gifts ( if he bave a godly Heart ) but he can- 
* truly ſay, he never beard any faithful Miniſter in his 
* Life, that was ſo mean, but he could diſcern fome 
* Gift in him that was wanting in himſelf, and could 
* receive ſome Profit by him. And therefore they ad- 
viſe to cure the Fault before they make uſe of _ 
Plea:. 
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Plea. So the pious Perſon above-faid argues : * How 
* ſhouldeſt thou profit by his Miniſtry, if thou come 
© with Prejudice, . without any Reverence or Delight 
< unto. it, nor doſt ſcarce acknowledg God's: Ordi- 
*nance in it > So Mr. Fenkin direts: * Labour for 
* experimental Benefit by the Ordinances Men ſe- 
© parate to thoſe Churches which they account better, 
© becauſe they never found thoſe where they were 
© before (to them)) good —. Find the ſetting up 
« Chriſt in your Hearts by the Miniſtry, and then you 
* dare to account it Antichriſtian. Thus one (in a 
Farewel Sermon, ſpeaking of ſuppoſed Defetts in a 
Church) doth adviſe his Auditors : © Enlarge your Care 
*and Pains in your Preparations ; a right Stomach 
* makes good Nouriſhment of an indifferent Meal ; 
*you may be warm (though in a colder Air and 
©Room than you have formerly been ) if you will 
© put on more Cloaths before you come : Watch your 
© Hearts more narrowly, and ſpeak things to your 
© Hearts more than you have done. Eccleſiaſt. 10. 10, 
© If the Iron be blunt, then muſt he put to more Strength. 
But ſuppoſing it be really for Edification, yet this 
they declare is no ſufficient reaſon for Separation, 
So Mr. * Burroughs : © If you be joyned to a Paſtor, 
© ſo as you believe he is ſet over you by Chriſt, to be 
© a Paſtor to you, though this Man hath meaner Gifts 
© than others, and it would be more comfortable for 
© you to have another Paſtor 3 yet this is not enough 
© to cauſe you to deſert him whom Chriſt hath ſet 
© over you. And ſo the Miniſters in New-Emngland 
deliver their Minds : To ſeparate from a Ghurch for 
greater Enlargements, with juſt Grief to the Church, is 
unlawful and ſinful. So when this Qyeſtion was put, 
Are they not at all times obliged to uſe the Means which are 
moit edifying £ It's anſwered by the aforeſaid Author, 


They 


| They may ſay at all times, when they have nothing to out- Continuat. of 
weigh their own Edification. So that Edification may $2 = wh 
be outweighed, and then it can be no ſtanding and _ 
ſufficient Reaſon. © So Mr. ' Burroughs declares in this 5c. c. «+, 
caſe ; * Men muſt conſider not only what the thing -. 85, $6. 
<5sin its own Nature, but what it is to them,. how 
* jt ſtands in reference to their Relations—. It is not 
© enough to ſay, the thing is in it ſelf better ; but is it 
better in all the References I have, and it hath ? Is 
© it better in regard of others, in regard of the Pub- 
* lick, for the helping me in all my Relations ? may it 
© not help one way, and hinder many ways ? Of the 
fame Opinion is Mr. Baxter - Many things, faith he, Defence, part 
mmſt concur ws eſpecially a reſpedt to the publick, Good ) 
to krow which is the beſts, So that Edification is not to | 
be adjudged of alone, our own Improvement is not 
to determine us in our Actions, and eſpecially not 

- with reſpe& to Church-Communion, for then other 
Reaſons do give Law to it, and over-rule it. Thus 
we ſee, thoſe that diſſent from the Church in other 
things, agree with her in this: And they give ſeveral 
Reaſons and Arguments for it. 

Firſt 5 If we were ſure we could not profit, yet we muſs Arg. 1. 
come to do Homage to God, and ſhew Reverence to his 1.6. 1g. 
Ordinance. is is Mr. Hilderſham's Opinion. P-129,309. 

Secondly ; The leaving a Church for better Edifica- Arg. 2. 
tion, is built upon a PIG and dangerous Principle, 
which is, that we muſt always chuſe the beſt. So 
Mr. Burroughs : To hold what in it ſelf beſt, ,mſt be cho- trenic. c. 12. 
ſen and done, not weighing Circumſtgnces or References, *'** 7: 
i a dividing Principle. And afterwards, he faith, A 
Chriſtian without comparing one thing with another, 
will hack, and hew, and diſturb himſelf, and others in 
the ways of Religion. I belive ſome of you have known 


;thoſe who, whatſoever they have conceived to be better 
ol than 


than aber; they have preſently followed with all Eagerneſ;, 


Of- this V, 
BaiFs Tryal,. ney dering Circum ances, References or Con(e- 
Ks ak ——_ the thing is good, it muſt be done 5, yet = 
wearied with this, they beve after grown looſe, in as great 
an exceſs the other way. | 
Arg. 3 Thirdh; This Principle of better Edification, if fol- 
Lett. 66 lowed, would bring in Confuſion. So Mr. Hilder- 


Arraig"ment 


of Schiſm, p- 


48. 


Burrough's 


Iren.c.13-p-85» 


: This fadtiows Diſpoſition of the Hearers of God's 
Word, hath inall Ages been the cauſe of much Confuſion 
in the Church of God, and greatly hindred the Fruit of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt. * This, faith Mr. * Brinſly, the 
* moderate Author of the late [renicume [| Mr. Bur- 
* roughs | will by no means allow, but condemns 
5 as the dire& way to bring in all kind of. Diſorder 
and Confuſion into the Church 3 and I think none 
* who are judicious, but will therein ſubſcribe to 
© him. It will not be amiſs to tranſcribe his own 
Words : It is in it. ſelf a better thing to enjoy a Miniſtry 
of the moit eminent Gifts and Graces, thaw one of lower ;, 
but if this ſhould be made a Rule, that a Man who is under 
a Paſtor who is faithful, and in ſome good meaſure gifted, 
upon another Mans coming into the Country that is more 
eminent, he ſhould forſake his Paſtor, and joyn to the other; 
and if after this, ſtill a more eminent Man comes, he 
ſhould leave the former, and joyn to him ; al by the ſame 
Law a _ who hath a good People, yet if others be 
more likely to. receive more good, he may leave his own 
People and go to theme; what Confuſion and Diſorder 
would there be continually in the Church. This is con- 
demned alſo by the New-Exgland Miniſters. This 


Platform Picf, Mr, Cawdrey doth expoſe: * If a Man may lawfully 


" þ: 9.8 c.13. 


$71. 
1s depend. a 


« ſeparate from a true Church, ec. only with a good 
* mind to ſerve God in Church-Inſtitutions, true, or 


Skilw, /- 5+. © conceited by his own Light, all the SeQaries and Se- 
«-paratiſts, Donatiſts, Browniſts in the World may be, 
| < juſtified. . 


<*;uftified. This, faith another ( fpeaking of hearin Metherme. _ 
for this Reaſon ) 7s « Church-deflroying 7: Micha , fie neut. p. 72, 7h 


if one Member be not fixed, then not another, nor ano- 

ther, 8c.” and then not the Paſtor, nor Teacher, and ſo 

farewel Churches. | | 
Fourthly 5 This will be endlefs. So Mr. Burroughs - 


Arg. 4. 


©Men muft not feparate from a Church, rhough there Trezic. c. 23. 
© be Corruptions in it, to gather into a new Church *? 53: 


* which may be more pure, and in ſome reſpe&s more 
*comfortable. Firſt, Becauſe we never find the Saints 
*3n Scripture ſeparating or raiſing Churches m ſuch 
© a. Caſe. And Secondly, There would be no con- 
*tinuance in Church-Fellowſhrp,if this were admitted 3 
* for what Church ts ſo pure, and hath all things 
© ſo comfortable, but within a while another Church 
© will be more pure, and ſome things will be more 
* comfortable there? . And he concludes with this 
prudent Maxim : © The general Peace of the Church 
* ſhould be more regarded, than ſome comfortable 


* Accommodations to our ſelves. So Mr. *Baxter © pence, part 
© What if twenty Miniſters be one abler than another 1: y. 85. 


*in their ſeveral degrees, doth it follow that only the 
© ableſt of all theſe may be joyned with, becauſe 
+ that all the reſt do worſe? And yet this muſt be, if 
Edification be always to be conſulted, and is to de- 
termine us in our choice of Miniſters, Churches, and 
Ordinances. 

Fifibly; They ſay, Edification doth not depend 
ſo much upon the external Adminiftration of Wor- 
ſhip, as God's Blefling ; and that we are not to break 
the Order, Peace, and Union of the Church for the 


Arg. 5. 


ſake of it. -The former is aſſerted by Mr. Hilderſham - Le8. 54 7: 


© bling to us, if we cannot profit by the meaneſt Mi- 
* niſter Go& hath ſent. The Power of the Miniſtry 
G 2 * depend- 


© Its our Sin and Shame, and is juſt cauſe of hum- agg Lets. 


{ 

* dependeth.not.an tha egenck off the Teacher's 
, GE but God's Blefling. The latter is maintained 
On the Sacra- by Mr. Vines - © It's ſaid, Order in an Army kills no * 
ment, #- 246- © Body, yet without it the Army is. but a Rout, nej- 
©ther able to offend or defend : So haply Order in the 
* Church, converts no Body, yet without it I ſee not 
© how the. Church can attain her End, or preſerve 
TE * themſelves in begetting or breeding up Souls to God. 
In bis Farewel Therefore is the Advice of Mr. Baxter; * Do not 
NO © think to proſper by breaking over the Hedg, under 
* the pretence of any right of Holineſs [_ ſo of Edifi- 
*cation] whartſcever, following aty Party that would 
* draw you to Separation. The Miſchief of which 
Sermon at 1s repreſented by Dr. Tuckzey : * Experience, faith 
eng 0 43 © he, hath taught us, that the Church of Ged hath 
Y. © been poorly edified by thoſe who have daubed up 
©their Babel with untempered Mortar, ec. when 
*the Church is rent by Schiſms and Factions, and one 
* Congregation is turned into many Conventicles, falſe- 
*Iy now called Churches, this doth diminiſh, weaken, 

and ruine. 

Laſily ; When they do grant that Edification may 
ſerve to guide us, and that we may hear. where we 
can moſt profit, it's with ſuch Limitations and Cauti- 
ons as theſe : it muſt be ſeldom, in a great Caſe, with- 

Le&. 594 - out Offence and Contewpt. Thus Mr. Hilderſham : *T 
tr 253+ « dare not condemn ſuch Chriſtians, as, having Pa- 
« ſtors in the places where they live of meaner Gifts, 

© do defire ( ſo they do it without open breach or 
©contempt of the Churches Order.) to enjoy the Mi- 

© niſtry of ſuch as have better Gifts, ec. ſo they do 

©it without contempt of their own Paſtors, and with- 

| *-out Scandal and Offence to them and their People. 
keft. 58 So again : Ton onght not to leave your own Paſtor at any 
time with contempt of his Miniſtry, as when you ſay or 

of think, 


- Yau. 
think , ' alas {he's no body 5 4 good: hoveſh Man, but hs 
bath;vo. Gifts, 1 cannot profit by him. And: as. if he 
could nat-be too. cautious. inthe caſe, he lays down 
this as the Character of one that doth this innocently : 
He only makes right uſe of the benefit ofchearing ſuch as 
- have more excellent Gifts, than bis' own- Paſtor's, and 
learns thereby to like bis own "Paſtor' the better, und to pro- 
fit more by Lime, That this is to: be but ſeldom, we 
have the concurrent Teſtimony of the Provincial 
Aſſembly of London, who upon this Queſtion, Would F'* 2rvinum: 
you have a Man keep conſtantly to the Miniſter under je. F4 TG 
whom he lives 2 do anſwer, We are not ſo rigid as to tye 
up People from hearing other Miniſters occaſionally, ever 
upon the Lord's-Day.. But yet we believe tis moit agree- 
able to Goſpel-Order,. upon the Grounds forementioned. 
Thus it is reſolved alſo by one of a more rigid way, Mctherme. 
who puts this Queſtion : Whether Members of particular *** Þ+ 7% 
Churches may bear indifferently elſewhere £ and returns 
this Anſwer: © God will have Mercy and: not Sacri- 
' *fice,. as diſtance of Habitation, handing-ſuch a point. 
But moſt certainly Members of Churches ought moſt- 
{ly to be with their own Churches—. The imagined 
© Content in hearing others, is rather a Temptation 
* than Motion of the Spirit. 
From all which we may conclude, that the pre- 
tence of better Edification 1s no ſufficient Reaſon for 
Separation from a Church, Worſhip, or Miniſtry, 
without. there be other Reaſons that do accompa- 
ny it: and then it is not. for this Reaſon,. ſo.much as 
thoſe it is in conjunGion with. 
But admitting this,. yet. it will-hardly be granted 
to be -a reaſon for Separation from the Church of 
Exgland, if the Teſtimony of many worthy Perſons 
be of any Conſideration. Thus Mr. Hilderſham de- Le-19:p.1312. 
clares, when he is reproving fuch as make.no Conſci- KIN? 
| ENCE. 


"RT . | 
ence to.come tothe beginning of God's Publick Wor. | 
fbip, and-to ſtay tothe end of it 5 he thus ds ; 

* Becauſe T fee many of them that have moſt Know. ' 

< ledg, and are forwardeſt Profefiors, offend- in this 

«way, 1 will nanifeft the Sim of theſe Men. \ 1. They 

© fn againſt themſelves in the Profit they might receive 

© by the Worſhip of God——. There is no part of God's 

« Service, ( not the Confeſſion, not the Prayers, not 

* the Pſalms, not the Bleſſing ) but it concerns every 

© one, and every One may receive Edification by it. 

Lea. 28.p:129. This -he otherwhere repeats, and faith 3 © By the Con- 

| * feflion, and all other Prayers uſed in the Congre- 

* pation, a Man may receive more Profit than by ma- 

*ny other. Of this Opinion, as to the molt of the 

[otror of the Prayers in our Liturgy, were the old Non-confor- 

Minilt. in 0/4- wiſts : * We are perſwaded, that not only ſome few 

England to « ſele@ Prayers, but many Prayers and other Exhor- 

a New-Eng- © tations may lawfully be uſcd, with Fruit and Edifi- 
lax4,y.13- © cation to God's People. 

Caſe of gre As for the Word preach'd amongſt us, Nr. Nje 

uſe,p.3- ſaith, © That there 1s a Sum of dodrinal Truths, which 

* in the Enlargement and Application, are ſufficient 

© both for Converſion and Edification, to which the 

© Preachers are to aflent. And, * That the Word of 

*God interpreted and applied by preaching in this 

© way, is a choice Mercy and Gift, wherewith God 

© hath bleſſed this Nation for many Years, to the Con- + 

<* verfion and Edification of many thouſands. And 

he afterwards aſcribes the want of Edification to the 

Pag. 25. Prejudices of People 5 Such reaſonings, ſaith he, againſt 

hearing, though they convince not the Unlawfulneſs of 

it, yet they leave ſuch Prejudices in the Minds of them 

which are tender, as perplex, and render hearing leſs pro- 

able and edifying, even 10 thoſe thati are perſwaded of 

Theodulia, C. gs Lawfulneſs. This Mr. Tombs declares hiruſelf freely 


9:S8,P. 317- in ; 


1a) 
ia; *If we look to experience -of former Times, 
© there is now ground to-expett a Blefling from con- 
© forming Preachers, as well, or rather more,” than 
© from- Preachers of the ſeparated Churches. Sure 
© the converſion, conſolation, ſtrengthening, eſtabliſh-. 
© ing of Souls in the Truth, has been more in Evg- 
Gland from Preachers, who were Enemies to Sepa- 
© ration, whether Non-conformiſts to Ceremonies, or 
* Conformiſts, Presbyterial or Epiſcopal, even -fronr 
* Biſhops themſelves, than fron the beſt of the Sepa- 
©ratiſts. I think all that are acquainted with the Hi- 
©ſtory. of things in the laſt Age, will acknowledg 
© that more good hath been done to the Souls of Men, 
* by the Preaching of Oſher, Potter, Abbot, Fewel, and 
* ſome other Biſhops 3 by Preſton, Sibbs, Taylor, Whate- 
*ly, Hilderſham, Ball, Perkins, Dod, Stock, and many 
* thouſands, Adverſaries to the ſeparated Churches,. 
* than ever was done by Aizſworth, Fohnſon, Robin- 
© ſor, rigid Separatiſts, or Cottor, Thowas Hooker, and 
* others (though Men of precious Memory) Pro- 
* moters of the way of the Churches Congregational. 
* And therefore,zxt the Biſhops and Conforming Prea- 
* chers now apply themſelves { as we' hope, when 
*the heat of Contention is more allayed,” they will ) 
*to the profitable way of preaching againſt Popery 
*and Prophaneneſs,exciting their Auditors to the Life 
* of Faith in Chriſt,e*c. there may be as good Ground, 
*if not better ( conſidering how much the Spirits of 
*Separatilts are for their Party, and the ſpeaking of the 
* Truth in Love, end: edifying in Love, 1s necelary to 
* the growth of the *Body; Epheſ: 4. 16.) to expe& 
* by them a Bleſſing in promoting the Power of God- 
©Jineſs, than from the - Separatiſts. So that whether. 
we conſider the Worſhip or Dodrine, or the preach- 
ing of it, the Church of Emglazd intheir —_ 
=_ 


Ws. 5... a 
Hon. doth-not want a ſufficiency of Means for the 
Converſion and Edification of Souls: And conſe- 
quently. the Argument taken from Edification, in 
juſtification -of -forſaking the Communion of it, is 
inclufive and of no force. But this branch of it will 
be further confirmed under the third General. 

- But: however, this will not be fo eafily quitted, 
for ſuppoling the DoQrine good, and thoſe that teach 
it-capable_ ( as far as Learning and Parts are requi- 
ſite ) to improve it to the Converſion and Edification 
of others; yet if they themſclves- are looſe and fean- 
dalous, it may give juſt Offence, and be thought a 
ſufficient cauſe to ſeparate from the Worſhip in which 
ſuch do officiate. 

P. 3. Therefore I ſhall ſhew, that the badneſs of. + 
the Miniſters is -of it ſelf 'no ſufficient Reaſon to for- 
fake the Communion of a Church, or to ſeparate from 

the Worſhip adminiſtred in it. What holy Mr. Rs- 
mg By vers ſaith, is a great Truth : © It is not to be denied, 
© 4 þ- 223. * but thatthe Example of ignorant and unreformed, 
© eſpecially notorions Perſons in the Miniſtry, hath 
* done and doth much harm ; and if either they can- 
© not be convicted, or if their Crimes be ſuch as can- 
£ not remove them out 'of their places, there is juſt 
© cauſe of Grief, that ſuch ſhould have any thing to do 
< in God's Matters, which are ſo weighty, and to be 
dealt withal in high Reverence. 

But yet before the ObjeQion 1s admitted, it is to 
be premiſed, -1.. That if there be ſuch in the Church, 
it doth not proceed fram- their © Conformity to it. 
For good and pious Men of this fort always were,and 

Defence, part ſtil] are mM the Church. What there were formerly, 
3-57 may be-read in Mr. Baxter, who thus delivers bim- 
ſelf : * When | think-what learned, holy, incompara- 

£ ble Men; abundance of the 01d Conformiſts were, my 

| * Heart 


« Heart riſeth againſt the thoughts of ſeparating from 
* them; ſuch as Mr. Boltovy, Mr. Whately, Mr. Fen- 
* er, &c. and abundance other ſuch; yea, ſuch as 
* Biſhop Jewel, Biſhop Grinda), Biſhop Hall, &c. yea, 
*.and the Martyrs too, as Cranmer, Ridley, Hooper him- 
«ſelf, &*c. - What there are now. in the Church, he _ 
alſo tells us ; 1 believe there are many hundred godly Mj- 9.2. 12. 
niſters in the *Pariſh-Churches of England. And of his _ 
own knowledg, faith, *I profeſs to know thoſe of *i*?-17- 
* them, whom I take tobe much better than my ſelf; 
<1 will fay a greater word, . that I know _ of them 
* whom I think as godly and humble Miniſters, as moſt 
* of the Non-Conformiſts whom I know. So faith — 
Dr. Bryaz,, * In ſome Countries, I an ſure there are Deville wn 
* many Sober, Godly, Orthodox, able Preachers yet p. 313. 
Fin poſſeſſion of the publick Places. FH. | 
- 2. It is to be premiſed, that this Argument, if of 
any, yet is of no farther force than againſt the Con- 
gregations where ſuch are, and fo is of none againſt 
the Church it ſelf, where are good as well as bad, nor 
againſt Parochial Communion where ſuch are not. 
So Mr. Baxter argues 3 1 doubt not but there are many Defence. part 
bundred *Pariſh Miniſters, who preach holily, and live *# © 
holily, though I could wiſh that they were more, And 
what reaſon have you to charge any other Mens Sins on 
them, 8c. or to think it unlawful to join with the - 
Good for the ſakeof the Bad ? this is to condemn the 
Sound for the ſake of the Infected. - 
Having premiſed this, we ſhall re-aſſume the Caſe, 
and conſider how it is ſtated and reſolved by them. 
.. It's granted, that it is not unlawful to join with 
bad Miniſters in ſome Caſes where they may have bet- 
ter. So, Mr. Rogers; © As it is far from me to be a Tra 3P-323- 
* Patron of ſuch, or to juſtify them ; ſo yet, while 
* we may enjoy the Miniſtry of better, I would not 
H 5 refuſe 


(50) | 
«xefaſe to be partaker of the Prayers which are of- 
© fered by them. | | | 
.- 2. It's granted, that it's lawful, and a duty to hear 
and join with fuch where a better cannot be had. 
- hid. That it is lawful, ſo Mr. Rogers 5 Who can blame hin, 
who deſireth to pray with better than they be * And yet 

better to join with thens ſometimes, than to. leave the 

Cure, dir. 17 P#ublick Aſſemblies altogether. So Mr. *Baxter ;, * No 
2.114 _* People thould chuſe and prefer an ungodly Mini- 
« ſter before a betterz but they ſhould rather fubmit 

«to ſuch than have none, when a better by them 

< cannot be had. That its a Duty, fo the old Non- 

Letter of Mi- Conformiſts 3 © The Scripture teacheth evidently,that 
niſtersin 04 « the People muſt and ought to join with them [ ax- 
Crake in * worthy Miniſters] in the Worſhip of God, and in ſ&- 
New-Englard «© parating from the Ordinance they ſhall fin again(t 
OY « God. For the Worſhip is of God, .and the Mini-. 
«ſtry is of God ; the Perſon unworthily executing 

© his place, is neither ſet up by fome few private Chri- 

«.ſtians, nor can by them be removed : And warrant 

<to withdraw themſelves from the Worſhip of God, 

- © becaufe ſuch as ought not, are ſuffered to intermed- 

«dle with Holy Things, they have none from God, 

Txyal of the © Mr. Ball; © To communicate with Miniſters-no bet- 


grounds) c.13. 


ET © ter than Phariſees in the true Worſhip of God, is to- 


OE « worſhip Gad aright, to-reverence his Ordinances, to. 
P« I7. * rely upon- his Grace, to hearken unto his Voice, 


«and ſubmit unto his good pleaſure. This they main- 
tain by ſeveral Arguments. As, | 
Leg. t. Firſt, Such were always inthe Church, and Com- 
munion muſt never have been held- with the Church, 
if no Communion was to- be where ſuch- were. So the 
Lener of the g1d Non-Conformiſts argue 3 * If the Miniſter make 
er 7 WAGE « it unlawful; then all munion in any part of 
' *God's Worſhip with ſuch Miniſters, is unlawful, and 
ſo. 


{51) 
*ſo the Church 1n all Ages of the- World, the Pro- 6 
« phets, our Saviour Chrift, the Apoſtles, and the V-2-#"* Trial, 
« Faithful in the Primitive Churches, finned, in holding *' 37 

£ Communion with ſuch, when the Prieſts were res « 

_ © Dogs that could not bark, and greedy Dogs that 

© could never have' enough 3 when the Prophets pro- 

© pheſied Lyes, when the Prieſts bought and ſold 

* Doves in the Temple, &c. when they were ſuch, 

| + and did ſuch things, they were ungodly Miniſters 3 

* but we never find that the' Prophets, our Saviour, 

© and the Apoſtles, did either forbear themſelves, or 

« warn the Faithful not to communicate with ſuch in 

* the Ordinance of Worſhip. So much Mr. Nye doth 

grant 3 * More cannot be objected againſt our Mint- Caſe of great 

* {ters that Conform, than might againſt the Scribes 27d preſent 

* and Phariſees in Chriſt's Time; either in reſpe& of On 

* their Do&rine, which was loaden with Traditions ; 

< their Standing, which was not according to Law 3 

* their Lives,which were vicious 3 yet Chriſt not only 

* permits, but requires us to attend the Truths they 

* deliver. 

Secondly, They plead that our Saviour himſelf did rg. 2. 
 Commnnicate where ſuch did Officiate. So Dr. Bryan 3 
* In ſome Countries, I am ſure there are many Sober, 
* Godly, Orthodox, able Preachers, &c. And if 
* you know any Country where it is worſe, conſider 
*3f Chriſt himſelf did not join with worſe. This is 
atteſted by another in his Farewel Sermon. © Our Sa- Zn2/4n#s | 
* viour Chriſt uſed to attend on the publick Worſhip cer, Scrm. 4. 
*in his Time, notwithſtanding ſuch Formaliſts and #- 94: 

* ſuperſtitious Ones, as the Scribes and Phariſees did 
* Officiate in it. | 

Thirdly, They ſay, that the Sin of the Miniſter is #2: 3: 
not theirs, nor doth bring any detriment to them, 
though they Communicate with him. So Mr. Bax- 

H 2 cr ; 


Dwelling with 
God, p.313. 


SET 


C' riſtianDi- fer; * A Miniſter's perſonal Faults may damn himſelf, 


reQory, p:747» 
& Cure,p.113» 


I14, 


Account given 
to the -Parlia- 


| ment, P* 27» 


© and muſt be matter of Lamentation' to - the Church, 
* who ought to do their beſt to reform them, or get 
© better by any lawful means 3 but in caſe they can- 
© not, - his Sin is none of theirs, nor doth it make his 
* Adminiſtration null or meffefual 3 nor will it allow 
© you to ſeparate from the Worſhip which he Admi- 
© niſtreth. So the Miniſters ſent to Oxford do aſ- 
ſertz ©*Some evil Men may, and always have, de 
* faGo, been Officers and Miniſters in the Church, e>-«. 
© and the wickedneſs of ſuch Men did not null or eva- 
© cuate their Miniſterial Ads 3 for our Saviour would 
© have the Scribes and Phariſees heard while they fate 
* in Moſes's Chair, e&c. And that the Miniſtrations in 


| ſucha caſe are not invalid, and that the People ſuffer 


Letter *of the 
Miniſters, 
Pe Is 


__ 


TraQt. 3.p.223» 


not by it, they further prove : 1. Becauſe they offi- 
ciate not in their own Name. So the Old Non-Con- 
formiſts 5 *© It hath ever-more been held for a Truth, 
* in the Church of God, That although ſometimes the 
«Evil hath chief Authority in the Miniſtration of 
© the Word and Sacraments 3 yet foraſmuch as the 

© do not the ſame in their own Name, but in Chriſt's, 
* and miniſter by his Commiſſion and Authority, we 
© may uſe their Miniſtry, both in hearing the Word, 
* and receiving the Sacraments ; neither is the effect of 
© Chriſt's Ordinance taken away by their wickedneſs. 
2. The virtue of the Ordinance doth not depend up- 
on their Goodneſs, but God's Promiſe. So Mr. Ro- 
gers ſaith of Prayer ; * If this burden [ of bad Mini- 
6 ſters ] muſt be born, I ask, If among many ſweet 
© Liberties we enjoy, we may not join in Prayer with 
© them, if we can pray in Faith, ſeeing their unwor- 
© thinels cannot with-hold the Fruit of God's Pro- 
© miſe from us, which is to one kind of Prayer as 
© well as another ? So ſaith Mr. Cradacot of the Word :; 


© Take 


33 Lats 


23 Te 


— 


© Take heed; faith he; of being leavened- with preju- Faremcl __ 


« dice againſt the Miniſtry of the Word,” becauſe of ,.;..:.. 


*the miſdemeanors or miſcarriage of the Miniſter. It 


js the Word of the Lord which converts, not the 
« Perſon of the Diſpenſer or Speaker; | Hence it was 
© that the Miniſtry of the Scribes'and Phariſees was 
* not to: be rejected, but to be eſteemed, fo long as 
* they failed not of the Subſtance thereof, ec. I con- 
*ceive it's a rare thing for unconverted Miniſters” to 
*convert; and yet we muſt remember not to tie the 
* efficacy of the Word and Sacraments, to the good- 
* neſs or badneſs of a Miniſter's Perſon, So when iris Caſe of great 
objected'; How can we expe a Bleſſing upon the La- Uke, » Sg 
bours of ſuch, though they preach truth 2 Mr. Nye replies, 

Anſw. 1. The mixtures in Sermons are neareſt, the irre- 


gularities of their Calling next, the ſins of their-Conver- 


ſations furtheſt from their Do@rine, and therefore have 
leſs efficacy at | ſuch a diſtance to prejudice it. An(w. 2. 
Its God's Word, and: not their own they preach, &c. 
3. That if Perſons themfelves do believe and are ſin- 
cere, they are, notwithſtanding ſuch a: Miniſtry, ac- 
cepted. The Sacrifice of a faithful Elkanah, faith one, ,#*2i«»e's 


Remembrancer - 
was pleaſing to God, even w my 


Hophni ard Phineas <m.-4 2. 54. 
were Prieſts, From all which we find ſome declaring, 

that notwithſtanding this they would Communicate. 

So a Learned Perſon ; * The Peoples Prejudices F-47425 
* againſt the Liturgy, are grounded; for the moſt **** #7 

* part, upon the wicked Lives of thoſe that are the 

* moſt conſtant readers and frequenters of it, [ doubt- 

leſs the Author, if. he had conſidered this, would 

rather have ſaid that they are grounded upon the 

wicked Lives of ſome of thoſe that read and frequent 

it. ] *I ſhall never upon that account ceaſe to join 

*in Prayers, and to hear Sermons, Others, we find, 


exhorting their Auditors to attend even upon ſuch. 
- IQ 


Cd at a2 , _ A 


_ {(598)) 
Paſtor's Lega- So Mr. Feirclough in” his Farewel-Sermons 3. * Get all 
1-125: * pood from, ſhew all Duty to him that follows.— 
5If he ſhould be weak or evil, yet while he preacheth 
© Truths, white he fits wm Meſes's Chair, hear him (&- 
* riouſly, and carry your ſelves towards him as be- 
$ comes a People to their Miniſter, 

Thavethus far conſidered the Cafe of feandalous 
Miniſters, becauſe many make it an. ObjeGion, as 
well thoſe that are not cancerned, as thoſe that are. 
Otherwiſe it muſt be / acknowledged, that Ergluzd 
was never better provided with a Learned and Pious 
Non-Confor- Miniſtry, than at preſent'3 who bave 4s good Onder- 
miſts Flea for Sanding, preach as gaod Dofrine, do as much good 
2.12, & 23, by their Preaching. as any athers, as a late Writer doth 
confeſs, But though many Congregations are well 
ſupplied with a Pious, Able, and Induſtrious Mini- 
ſtry, - yet there are few or none but what bave ſome, 
more or leſs, amongſt the Laity, that are (as it may 
be ſuppoſed) not fit to be received into Commu- 
nion with a Church, or to be communicated with. 
This brings me to the next thing in Worſhip,” which 

1s, > | | 
On the Sacra.  Þ. 4+ The Caſe of Mixed Communion. This is & 
 mentzp. 335. Plea, faith Mr. Vines, that is Ln to eaſy Capacities, 
becauſe it pretends to ſet up Holineſs of Ordinances and 
People ; but what the eminent Diflenters do utterly 
Brinſley's Ar- diſclaim ; Mr. Vines faith it is Donatiſtical, and others, 
raignment, As Mr. Brinfley and Mr. Fenkiw, that it s the common 
P3738. Plea or Pretence which for the moſt part hath been takes 
F won » pn up by all Schiſmaticks, in defence of their ſeparation 
BailysDiſſva- from the Church 5 and therefore that it is neceſfary the 
oves Þ-22. People ſhould be untaught it, as Mr. Baxter doth adviſe. 
7-97- | And as they do diſclaim it, ſo they declare that thoſe 
(2) C:w-%%)'5 that ſeparate upon this account, do it very anjuſtly (a); 


Reforniation 


promored, that the Scandals of Profeſſors are ground of _— 
2-131. | ne" 


lat not of ſeparation (b) ; that there 14y be # ſufficient (>) Manren- 

canſe Ns AS Sinners, mb 0k Af at p. brug 
canſe for one to leave the Church, though ſuch be n0t caſt (c) Vieer on 
out (c). That © the ſuffering of prophane and ſean- 5 " 
« lous Livers to continue in the Church, and partake Platform, 
*< in the Sacrament, is doubtleſs a great Sin yet the 574 $5. 
£ Godly are not prefently to ſeparate from- it. There Holines of 
is, faith Mr. Barronghs (d), an: error ox both ſides 5 ei- Church-Mcm- 
' ther thoſe that think it comerns them not at all with whom (a) Goſpel 
they come tothe Sacrament,or thoſe that if they do what Worſhip, 
they can to keep the Scandalous away, and yet they ſhould A 
be ſuffered to come, that. they themſelves may not come 
to partake of it. | 

This both the Preſbyterians and Independents fo 
far agree in; and for this their Opinion they urge 
feveral Arguments. 


Firſt, It's no where commanded, but is & »4in Mig. r. 
fretending to Holineſs above "Rule ard Example, faith On Sacrament 
Mr. Viwes. - *It's no Duty, as he elſewhere faith, be- 7745 75? 
©cauſe there is no Command 3 .t's no Duty,and there- 
© fore we read not this word, come forth, in ary of 
*the Epiſtles written to the ſeven Churches, againſt 
* which Chriſt ſaith he hath ſuch and fuch things. 

{They that lived in the Impurer, ate not called forth . 

<;nto the Purer, but there are Promiſes made to them 

*that -keep themſelves pure, and Duties injoined. 

* them toward the impurer part, For we may not 

© make every Diſeaſe the Plague. Shall: the Sons of 

God, the Angels, forſake the Lord's Preſence, be> 

* cauſe Satan came alſo amongſt them >? &#. The Pro» | 

vincial Afembly. of Lowdox doth affirm 5- I» the Vindicat. of 

Church of Corinth was ſuch a profane mixture at the "_ ek _=— 

Sacrament, as we believe - 9 if any of 0ur Congregas Brinſlys Ar. 

- tions can be charged withal : Anil yet the Apoſtle doth "8% 2. 47: 
a0t- 


V. Firmin's ot perſwade the Godly Party to Separate, much leſs 49 
R__ & Hcg nh fe Church out of « Clare. From which As. 

»ſþ+o 40 6 - 
Cawdreys ration, Mr. Tombs concludes *:3 © Sure it can be no 
OR g6Y * fin in any Perſon to join in the True Worſhip and 
* Theedulis, * Service of God with any, if he have no command 
bY: *to withdraw himſelf from that Service becauſe of 
* their Preſence, nor Power to exclude them, and yet 

*1s bound to the Duties there performed. 
Nay, they do not only plead that it's not -com- 
No _—— but _ it's IN EO - & 
-Survey of Vit- Mr, Hooker 5 To ſeparate from a Church, becauſe of the 
Pug oP Pref. Sin of ſome Eee ant f.aardctey So the New Bug 
Platform, c. Jayd Miniſters do declare 3 © As ſeparation from a 
—_— < Church, wherein prophane and ſcandalous Livers 
< are tolerated, is not preſently neceflary ': So for the 
* Members thereof, otherwiſe worthy, hereupon to 
- © abſtain from Communion with ſuch a Church, in the 

* participation of the Sacraments, is unlawful. 

Arg. 2. Secondly, They plead, that the communicating m 
God's Service with open Sinners, whom the Godly 
in ſome of our Aſſemblies are enforced to commu- 

-Grave Confut. Nicate with, 1s not ſufficient to make ſuch prophane, 
part 3-7-53+ or to pollute to them the Holy Things of God : So 
On the $acra- the old Non-Conformiſts. So Mr. Vines ; The pre- 
Da 7%. Jenceof wicked Men. at God's Ordinances, poilutes not 
n them that are neither acceſſary to their Sin, nor yet to 
Goſpel-Wor- their preſence there, This Mr. Burroughs duſclaims; 
ſhip, Serm-11. Toy are -0t defiled by the meer preſence of wicked Men 
p03" *37* in the Sacrament, ( for that is a meer deceit and gull, 
that ſome would put upon them that differ from them ) 

but thus are you defiled, if you do not your Duty, and 

the uttermoſt you are able, to purge them out. But if 

this be done, according to the Power and Capacity 

Perſons are in, it's univerfally granted that the In- 

nocent ſhall not ſuffer for the Nocent. oy 

| all 


; "Ba#;'© The Precept of debarring ſcandalous Offey- T'yal « ro. 
' «ders bindeth them to whom God hath given this” ?'**%5 


© Power, and them only fo faras God hath put it. in V.Joos "og 


© their Power. But God regularly doth not leave Lord's Supper. 
* that Power/in the hand of one ſingle Steward, or X*5"fores. 
« ſome few private Chriſtians. ——- And if the Steward, bye. 

© or ane or few private Chriſtians, cannot debar the 

© unworthy from the Lord's Table, it is manifeſt the 

* Ordinance of God is not defiled to them by the 

* preſence of the Wicked, whom they delfire to re- | 

* form or expel, but cannot, becauſe Power is not in 

© their hand to do it lawfully. 


This they confirm. 1. From the Examples of the | 
h Grave confut. 


- Prophets and good Men, who of old joined with gue P-93 


many that were notoriouſly ſtained with groſs Sins 3 & gs. 

from the practice of our Saviour that communicated #45 Tryal, 
with ſuch in the publick Service of God ; from the Ms 14. 
practice of Chriſtians in Apoſtolical Times, all which $3. _ 
the old Non-Conformiſts do inſiſt upon. This is alſo rf 
pleaded by thoſe of New-Ezgland and others. 

This would make all the Sins of the Congregation Civilian Di- 
to be ours. So Mr. Baxter; © If you be wanting in - Nor 07 
*your Duty to reform it, it is your Sin ; butif bare formilis no 
* preſence made their Sin to be ours, it would alſo IOR 
* make all the Sins of the Aſſembly ours. 


From all which it appears, that their ſenſe is, that 


. ſcandalous Members are no ſufficient Reaſon for Sepa- 


ration 3 for that muſt be, either becauſe 1t's com- 

manded in Scripture, or that thoſe that do commu- 

nicate with ſuch, are in ſo doing corrupted allo 

but if neither of theſe be, then we may ſafely Com- 

municate with ſuch, or in a Church where ſuch are, 

without Sin. Y 
Thirdly, To ſeparate upon this Ground, is to main- 7/S: 2* ... 


tain a Principle deſtructive to the Communion of Surament, 
| I the 7: 74+: 


the Church viſible, which conſiſts of good and bad. 

Infant. Bap- This Mr. Cotton 1s peremptory in 5 © It is utterly un- 

rim, p-70%  ©true to ſay, that Chriſt admits not of any dead 

the Epheſ. c.1. * Plants to be ſet in his Vineyard, or that he takes 
veI-P:S <© not to himſelf a compounded Body of living and 
\ © dead Members, or that the Church of God is not 

© a mixed Company, &c. From the ill Effe&s of 

Tn Proverb, Which, Mr. Cartwright uſed to call this Separation, up- 

Edward's , on pretence of greater purity, #he white Devil. 

_  - And becauſe there are ſcme Scriptures that ſeem 
to look this way, and are made uſe of by thoſe that 
make mixed Communion an Argument for Separation ; 
therefore they have taken off the force of them. 

Objeft. 1. If a Brother be a Fornicator, ec. the Apoſtle ex- 

1 Cor.5.11- horteth not to cat with htm. 

To this they Anſwer ; 

ahſhs. 1 That if it be meant of excluding ſuch an one from 

Defence, Part Church-Communion, it muſt be done by the Church, 

2.7.27 and not a private Perſon. But you are not commanded 

(Cami? to ſeparate from the Church, if they exclude him not ; So. 

fo:mar. p.126- Mr, Daxter, &c. 

Anſw. 2. That it concerns not Religious, but Civil-Commu- 

| nion, and that not all Civil Society or Commerce, but 
Familiar alſo. For which they produce feveral Rea- 
ſons; 1. They argue from the Notion of eating Bread. 

Bal's Tryal> which 3s a Token of Love and Friendſhip in phraſe of 

Grinfiy's Ar- Scripture; not to partake of, or to be ſhut from the Table, 

raignment> is a ſign of Familiarity broken off, So My. ' Bull, &c. 

, >. JIN 2. © The eating which is here forbidden, + allowed 

V. 19. *to be with an. Heathen : but its the civil eating 

—_ _— * which is only allowed to be with: an Heathen ; 

; © therefore #t's the civil eating which.ts forbidden to 
© be with a Brother. So Mr, Zenker, &C. 3, © The 
© eating here forbidden, is for the puniſhment of 
<the Nocent, not of the Innocent. To theſe there 


are 


(59) OY 
+ . are added others by the Old Nan-Conformiſts. — * Brave Contur: 
' As for other Objeftions, they are alſo undertaken utes DAR. 4 

by the ſame Hands, and to which Mr. Baxter's Anſwer dulia,p.167. 

1s ſufficient ; If you mrark all the Texts in the Goſpel, arcs bog 

you ſhall find that all the Separation which is command- Cure Di. g. 

ed in fuch caſes (beſides our ſeparation from the Infidels * *** - 

and Idolatrows World, or Antichriſtian and Heretical 

Confederacies, and No-Churches ) is but one of theſe two 

forts 5 1. Either that the Charch caſt out the impenitent 

by the Power of the Keys. Or, 2. That private Men a- 

void all private Familiarity with them ; but that the 

private Members ſhould ſeparate from the Church, becauſe 

fach Perſons are not caſt out of it ; ſhew- me one Text to | 


=y 


prove it if youcan £ * This, faith Mr. Vines, hath not On the Sacra- 
* a ſyllable of Scripture to allow or countenance it. - F'2 154% 

But ſuppoſing it be allowed, that we ought not y. 1:8. 
to ſeparate from a Church, where corrupt Members 
are tolerated or connived at under ſome preſent cir- 
cumſtances, (as for want of due proof, or through 
particular favour) yet it ſeems to be allowable where 
there is no Diſcipline exerciſed, or taken care of. 

For then we are without an Ordinance. To avoid 
this ObjeQRion, I ſhall conſider, 

2. The Caſe with reſpe& to Diſcipline 3 and ſhall Sc 2: 
ſhew from them, 1. That the want of that, or de- 
fefs in it, are no ſufficient reaſon for Separation. 

2. What Diſcipline is exerciſed or taken care of in 
the Church of Ernglard. 
The former of theſe they do own and prove. 

Firſt, As Diſcipline is not neceſſary to the being Arg. 1. 
of a Church. This was of old maintained by Mr. 7-7 -einet 
Cartwright, who thus argues 3 © That Church- Aflem- gaintt Separa- 
* blies are builded by Faith only, on Chriſt the Foun- Fon in me Per 
* dation; the which Faith ſo being, whatſoever is admonit. 

* wanting of that which is commanded, or remain- 7: »8, 99. 
I 2 * 10g 


= my " _— 


.* ing of that which is forbidden, is not able to put 
* that Aſſembly from the Right and. Title of ſo being 
* the Church of Chriſt ——For though there be many 
* things neceſſary for every Aſſembly, yet they be 
© neceſlary to the comely and ſtable Being, and not 
* ſimply to the Being of the Church. And afterward 
he gives an Inſtance in the Dutch Aſſemblies, (or 
P. 106, Latheran Churches) which, he ſaith, are maintained in 
4 the - Diſcipline. So Dr. T. Goodwin ; © Whereas now in 
488. 'P. #7 « ſome of the Pariſhes of this Kingdom, there are 
* many Godly Men that do conſtantly give them(clves 
* up to the Worſhip of God in Publick, ec. Theſe, 
*notwithſtanding their mixture and want of Diſci- 
« pline, . I never thought, for my part, but that they 
© were True Churches of Chriſt, and Siſter Churches, 
* and ſo ought to be acknowledged. So that if Dif 
ciphne be not efſential to a True Church, and a True 
Church is not to be ſeparated from, (as has been pro- 
ved above) then the want of Diſcipline is no ſuffi- 
cient reaſon for Separation. 
Arg. 2. Secondly, This they further prove, by an Induction 
ac 97 of Particulars. This way Mr. *Blake proceeds in ; 
* Diſcipline was neglefted in the Church of Iſrael, 
©yet none of the Prophets, or Men of God, ever 
r Grave Con- © made attempt of getting up purer ſele& Churches, 
+18, | * or made Separation from that which was in this 
* ſort faulty. All was not right in the exerciſe of 
« Diſcipline in the Churches planted by the Apoſtles, 
* ſome are cenſured as foully faulty, ec. yet no- 
*thing heard by way of Advice for 'any to make 
' © Separation, nor any one Inſtance of a Separatiſt 
© given. | 
On Sacram. To come lower, we are told by Mr. Vines, 
c-19. p-226. That the Helvetian or Switzerland Churches, claim to be 
| Churches, and have the Notes, Word, and Sacraments, 


though 


CV) 
though the Order of Diſcipline be not- ſetled among 
thew, and T am not be that ſhall blot ont their Name. 
To come nearer Home ; it was fo in the late Times 


when this was wanting,as was acknowledged (a), and 


of which Mr. Vres faith (6), -we know rather the Name 
than the Thing. And if we ſhall look into the feve- 
ral Church-Aſſemblies amongſt the Diſſenters, we 
ſhall find, that as there are wrany Preachers without 
full *Paftoral Charge, as it is acknowledged, that 
have little Authority over their Flocks in this kind, 
that have not ſo much as the Name of Diſcipline a- 
mong(t them. And fo they have little reaſon to ju- 
ſtify themſelves in a Sepaggtion by ſuch an Argument, 
that will as well wound themſelves, as thoſe they bend 


V. Gilleſpie's 
Nihil reſpor- 
des, p.33- 


4) Knutton's 
ſeven Queties, 
Brinſley's Ar- 


raign. .48, 
6)On acram. . 


p: 219. 


Troughton's 
Apoh p. 65, 


It againſt ; and they that do fo, are guilty of Sin. So. 


Mr. "Baxter any that obſerve the Pollution of the 
Church, by the great neglect of Holy Diſcipline, avoid this 
Error, by turning to a ſinful Separation, I ſhall conclude 
this, with that grave Advice of. Dr. Owen ; * When 
*any Church, whereof a Man 1s, by his own con- 
* ſent, antecedently a Member, doth fall in part or 
*in whole, from any of thoſe Truths which 1t hath 
* profefſed, or when it is overtaken with a negle&t 
* of Diſcipline, or Irregulatities in its Adminiſtration 
* ſuch a one 1s to conſider, that he is placed in his 
* preſent State by Divine Providence, that he may 
* orderly therein endeavour to put a ſtop unto ſuch 


Cure Dir, 47» 
p. 231, 
Evangel Love, 
C 3. þ477» 


© Defeftions, and to exerciſe. his Charity, Love, and | 


* Forbearance towards the Perſons of them - whoſe 
* Miſcarriages at preſent he cannot Remedy. In 


*{1ch Caſes there is a large and ſpacions: Field for. 


*Wiſdom, Patience, Love and prudent Zeal to 
* exerciſe themſelves. And # is a moſs perverſe 


* imagination, that Separation is the only Cure for- 


* Church- Diſorders, If this Advice be good in one 
Caſe, 


CY TRE T” | 
Caſe, it is ſo in another; and if it were well under. 
ſtood, andfaithfully followed, this Argument would 
| be of little or no force. 

2.. I ſhall ſhew bow little this Plea of the Defe- 
ive Diſcipline reaches the Caſe. It's granted, that 
there is ſuch a Power and Authority of Ecclefiaſti- 
cal Diſcipline reſident in the Church of Ezgland, that 
f open and ſcandalous "Perſons are not caſt out, the 

«) Divelling Fault is in the Governours, for the Law takes order 
with God, they ſpall be, as Dr. Bryan faith (a). And the Power 
> Grice of Suſpenſion put thereby into the Miniſter's Hands, 
fur, part1, 1s ſo evident, that after Dr. Collins had proved it 
Ferain Sep. from the Rubricks, Canony, &c. he concludes (b), I's 
ration exami- plaizr, that the Fudgment and Pratice of the Church 9 
r3oge cw 1, England in all Times, ever ſince it was a. Ghurch, hat 
provecatu, p. been to ſuſpend ſome from the Table of the Lord. So 
151 5154 thatif there be Defects, through ſome paſt and preſent 
Sacrament, ObſtruTions in the Exerciſe .of Diſcipline, yet cannot 
Srtey, the Church properly ſtand charged with them, as is ac- 
raigg, ».40, Knowledged (cr); or whatever may be charged upon 
— -B the Church, there can be no ſufficient Cauſe from a 
mar. p.yzz, DefeRt, Remiſneſs or Corruption theretn, for a Sepa- 
c) Brinſeys ration from it. This was the conſtant Judgment of 
Fn bt the old Non-conformiſts, which I ſhall tranſcribe 
v.19, from a grave Author ; © Thoſe, faith he, that for 
{12k 5 17% + many Years together, during the Reign of the three 
P.236. > © laſt Princes, denied to come up to a full Confor- 
*mity to this Church, had a low Opinion of the 

* Diſcipline then exerciſed (of which they have 

* left behind them large Evidences ) yet how tender 

© were they of the Churches Honour to keep Chriſti- 

© ans in Communion 2 How zealous were they againſt 

© Separation? as may appear in the Labours of 

« Mr. Parker, Mr.Paget, Mr. * Ball. Mr. Brightman laid 

© us low enough,when he did not only parallel —_ 

uke- 


Ie þ Sans , ”_ tit 


|< tuke-warm Laodicea but niade that Church the Type, 


*and we the Antitype, by reaſon of our Diſcipline 3 
*yet how zealous is he againſt Separation from theſe 
« Aſſemblers, and breaks out in theſe words ; There- 
* fore their Error is wicked and blaſphemous, who ſo for- 
6 ſue the Church, as if Chrif# were altogether baniſhed 
© #HEMCE, 

Having thus far conſidered what opinion the gra- 
ver ſort of the Non conformiſts have of Communi- 
on with a Church, and what Rules they do lay down 
about it 5, and ſhew'd that according to thoſe Rules, 
Separation from the Church is unlawful. I ſhall 
cloſe all with the laft Advice given by a Reverend 
Perſon to- his Pariſhioners, in a Farewel Sermon in 


England's 
Remembranc.. 


theſe words 3 © Take heed of Fxtreams. /It is the ordi- Serm; 16. 
© nary Temptation, in a time of Differences, to think 7+ 454: 


© we cannot run too: far from them-we differ from 3 
*and ſo whilſt we decline one Rock, we ſplit upon 
* another. Remember the old Non-conformiſts were 
* equal Enemies to-Superſtition and Separation. Main- 
©tain (I beſeech you) ſober Principles, ſuch as theſe 
© are, that every defeqive Miniſtry, is not a falſe Mi- 
*niſtry 3 that (taful Super-additions, do- not nullify 
© Divine Inſtitutions 3 that ſinful Defects in Ordinan- 
* ces,. do not hinder the ſaving-Effets of them. That 
© there is a difference betwixt directing a Worſhip, 


< —_ things ſimply Evil, and manifeſtly Idola-. 


*trous, and directing about Worſhip, things doubt- 
* fally good being injoined, but the unqueſtionable- 
* Subſtance of Worſhip being maintained. This latter 
* ter doth not juſtify Separation. 

And that the ſuppoſed Corruptions in the Church of 
Exgland are of that nature, as do not affe& the ſub- 
{tance.of it, nor are ſuch but what may be ſafely com- 
municated in, L ſhall now proceed to ſhew- from them: 
3,L 


RT © — UN CONE TEENY 


3. General. 3. I fhall conſider what Opinion the eminent Non. 
-)Litrer of the COnformifts have had-of the ſeveral Pradtices in 'the 
Mi itt. of 0:4- Church of England, that are injoined upon thoſe 
——— that hold Lay-Communion with it, which reſpet 
ling witkGod, Forms, Geſtures, @&c. In general, they acknowledp 
7: 305; 154. at they are Things tolerable, and . what no Church 
29 oe 2.68. 1s without, more orleſs (a). 2. That they are not 
- nucy MW ſufficient to hinder Communion. 3. That they are 
a»: wiew (0, w 
Miſchief of -Firſt, Forms 3 and fo it's required of the Members 
Folk Dot: of the Church,that they join in the uſe of Liturgy or 
' Common-Prayer. For the better underſtanding their 
Judgment in this Matter,I ſhall ſhew what their Opini- 
on is of Forms of Prayer, of publick Forms, of Forms 
preſcribed, and of that particular Form of Divine Ser- 
-vice uſed in this Church. 
I. The uſe of Forms is declared by them to be a 
thiog lawful in it ſelf, and what God hath left us at 
liberty to uſe, or not to uſe, as we fee occafion. So 
nent Mr. Ball; * The Word of God doth not preſcribe 
-33t. © *any particular Form, 'ſtinted or not ſtinted, as 
© neceilary, but doth warrant both as allowable; for 
. * where nothing is in particular commanded touch- 
» Sc defere, | 19g the external Form of Words and Order, in 
2.58.99, © which our Petitions ſhould be preſented to the 
Curcof Ch. © Lord, there we are left at liberty. ' And to put 
Pi. 224. © Religion, in reading or uttering Words, in a ſtin- 
| © ted or conceived Form, What is it leſs than Superſti- 


P-137- yy 9 
+ Diſcourſeof < 1500? Of the ſame mind is Mr. Baxter, and others * : 


tae Work of 


the Spirit in And even Dr. Qwer, though he doth difallow the 
P.ayer, 7-229» compoling Forms of Prayer for our own private 
> Diſſenting uſe, yet at the ſame time declares f, that he doth not 
eBrerhren,in 32 argue againſt Forms of Prayer, as unlawful to be uſed. 
Quelt-?-55- And he adds a little after 3 If they appear not contra- 
Ty unto, or inconſiſtent with, or are not uſed in a way 

excluſive 


(65 ) 
excluſive of that Work, of the Holy Spirit in Prayer whioh 
wehave deſcribed from Scripture, 8c. I ſhall not contend 
with any about them. 

But they do not only aſſert, but they alſo under- £5*#* Tr7al 
take to prove the lawfulneſs of Fortns (a), from the zeger: Tr.223 
Nature, Uſe, and Ends of Prayer, and charge the con- 5/74%5 ver 
trary Opinion with Enthuſiaſm (b), and Novelty (c). p. | Inq x 

Secondly, As to Forms in Publick, they declare 3 /)Srave -on- 
7. That it is lawful to uſe them, and that this was the Reader. = 
Tenent of all our beſt and moſt judicious Divines ('d ). Continuat. of 
This Dr. Owez 1s cautious of denying, who ſaith (2), , qr 
Suppoſing that thoſe who make uſe of, and. plead for Forms ©) Preft.Serm, 
of Prayer, eſpecially in Publick, do in a due manner pre- —_ 2rk's —_ 
pare themſelves for it by Holy Meditation, &c. 1 do not of 10 Divines, 
Judg that there is any ſuch Evil in-themw, as that God will ; 337... 
not communicate his Spirit to any in the uſe of them p. 11. ; 
2. They do not only grant it lawful to uſe them, but \- cnmnomng 
that it's expedient. So Mr. Egerton declares (f) 3 *As f.) Prat. of 
* for the Publick Congregation, ſpecial care muſt be Citi, 
* had, that nothing be done in Praying, Preaching, or edic A 
* Adminiſtring the Sacraments, but what is decent 
*and orderly, becauſe there many Eyes do ſee us, 


5 and many Ears hear us 3 and upon this account, it 


*1s expedient for the moſt part to keep a conſtant 


* Form, both of Matter and Words. Mr. Bradſhaw Tie of Mr. w. 
pak for it, (as Mr. Gafaker informs us in his Life ) wc. CO 
or the avoiding Heſitation, which in "Prayer is more Colle.in Fol. 
offenſive than in other Diſcourſe. And when, in a late gn of 
Colletion of Sermons, we find it complained of, Morn. Exerc. 
that in our days ſome have ſuch Schiſmatical Phraſes, —_ _ 
Notions, and DoGrine in "Preaching, "Praying, and 
Praiſing, that a ſober Chriſtian cannot ſay, Amen it 
renders a Form ſo much the more conſiderable. ,.  .. 
3. They declare that Publick Forms were univerlſal- the Lives of ts 
ly uſed. So Mr. Clark faith, That * Set Forms of Pirin-255. 
K Pray 


© Prayer are according to the practice of all Churches, 
even the beſt Reformed; yea, and Mr. Smith 
* himſelf ſaith, upon the Lord's Prayer, ({ though as 
© then-he was warping, and afterwards wandred far 
<in the- ways of Separation) that it was the pra- 
© ice of the Ancient Church, and of all the Refor- 
© med Churches in. Chriſtendom, of the Churches 
* immediatly after the Apoſtles 3 nay, ( faith he ) 
© of the Church in the Time of the Apoſtles,. as may 
© be probably gathered out of 1 Cor. 14. 26. This 
<hath alſo been the praftice of the beſt Lights that 
© ever were ſet up in the Churches of. Chriſt. 4. Ac- 
cordingly this was the practice of the Old Non- 


Tbidz conformiſts. So Mr. Glark;. It is very well known 


that the Flower off our own Divines went on in this 

way, when they might have done otherwiſe, if they had 

pleaſed, in their Prayers before Sermons, This we are 

a) Bradftaw's told-of Mr. * Bradſhaw and Mr. Cartwright (a). And. 

Life pobie We find Mr. Hilderſham's Prayer before Sermon Prin- 

5n Fol. p. 67. ted (b), and others. This was ſo univerſally and. con- 

b) fee Fr amr ſtantly praQifed,that Mr: Clark tells us (c), that the firſt 

wet 2m Man who brought conceived Prayer into uſe in thoſe parts 

2938: le - where he lived, was Mr. Sam. Crook,, who died but in 
x Lives, 4%, the Year 1649. 

p- 38. Thirdly, As to preſcribed Forms and Liturgies ; of 

TryalEpifi.to this Mr, Ball faith 3. {have ſhewed the uſe of _—_ 

__ Liturgie lawful and allowable by the Word of God, of 

ancient uſe in the Churches of Chrift, approved by all 

Reformed Churches, which is a very convenient me- 

thod for. the conlideration of their Judgment in the 

caſe. 1. They grant that- they are lawful, I's-con- 

Fryal, c.i.p.5- frary to m0 Precept or Commandment, dire); or by 

©3-P23* lawful Conſequence, faith Mi 3% © \ar. Norton 

 nor60p% + gf of New- England doth deterr: ii Such thenue tee 

i at 5 ing obſervd as are to be obi- :/:/ | [03's 

ul 


(6) 

< ful to uſe Forms of Prayers, e*c. preſcribed in the 
'© Church ; neither are the Churches which uſe them 
© ouilty of Superſtition, Will-Worſhip, and violating 
*the ſecond Commandment. And Dr. Owen him- Diſcourſe of 
RIf complies with it, who yields, That Aer or yp » be 222 
Churches may agree upon a preſcribed Form by common ; 
conſent, as judging and auowing it beſt for their own 
Edification 3 and only argues againſt preſcribing ſuch 
Forms of Prayer #niverſally, in oppoſition, and unto 
the excluſion of free Prayer. 2. They grant that they 
are not only lawful, but that there are foot-ſteps of 
this way of Worſhip both in the Old and New Te- 
ſtament, as Mr.Tombs and others have ſhewed (a); and 4)7n6rThe- 
Mr. Ainſworth himſelf (that did- otherwiſe argue a- 3.7; Cure, 
gainft them) doth confeſs (b)). 3: They grant that z-1765._ 
they are very ancient in the Chriſtian Church : The py eee 
Chriſtian Churckes of ancient Times,for the ſpace of this Grave Contz:. 
1400 Years at leaſt,if not from the Apoſtles Time, have 4,213: 
had their ſtinted Liturgies,ſfaith Mr.Ba/ (c): And they zx.12.8. 
anſwer Objedions to the contrary (4). 4. They grant 9) T'ib2 96, 
that in the beſt Reformed, nay, in all Reformed & p30. * | 
Churches, they are not only uſed and tolerated, 'but £)792% The- 
alſo uſeful and expedfent (e). 5: That thoſe amongſt : ') Babs Trial, 
us, to whom the uſe of the Common-Prayer hath #/-198,5%. 
been thought moſt burthenſome,have, frone time to time, 15,75 110” 
profeſſed their liking and approbaticn of a ſtinted Liturgy, Tombs Ticod. 
as Mr. Ball aſſures us (f). 6. That they thought it al- 37, , . 
together unlawful to ſeparate from a Church for the 15s, 1:0. * * 
fake of (tinted Forms and Liturgies. This is not on- 
ly.frequently affirmed by Mr. Ba{l ('g ), but little leſs g)Trial.p 121 
even by Mr. Norton (Ch), who faith, It is lawfil to em- , Read A- 
brace Communion with Churches, where ſuch Forms pol. c,13. 
in Publick Worſhip. are in uſe ; neither doth it lie as 
4 Duly on a Believer, that he disjoin and ſeparate 
kimfelf from ſuch a Church : And they give this rea- 

K 2 ſon 


dn for it, that then they muſt ſeparate from all- - 
Sacril. deſert. Churches, So Mr. Baxter, &c. *©Is it not a high de- 
p. 10%, Part © gree Of Pride, to conclude, that almoſt all Chrift's 
| 2. p.65- - *Churches in the World, for theſe thirteen hundred 
co © Years at leaſt to. this day, have offered fuch Wor- 
Proper, yg Ti * ſhip unto. God, as that you are obliged to avoid 
Pp: 224+ © jt 2 and that almoſt all. the Catholick Eburch on 
< Earth this day, is below your Communion for ufing 
«* Forms? and that even Calvin, and the Preſbyteri- 
. « ans, Cartwright, Hilderſham, and the old Non-con- 
| _ ©formiſts, were unworthy your-Communion? I know 
there are ſeveral-Objecions-againſt Forms of Prayer, 
but I know alſo that theſe are anſwered by them. But 
ſince the moſt common is, that of quenching and 
ſtinting the Spirit; I ſhall briefly give their ſence of 
it. They fay, 
Reger's 7 Tr» L. To fay that Perfons ſhould uſe no ſet Form, but 
Tr. 3-<-4 pray as moved by the Spirit, #* a fond- Error. 
P71; Tryal, 2. They ſay, that the Spirit inſtruGeth us what to 
6-5. Þ-83) ak, not in what phraſe of. ſpeech. -* args up in #4 
boly Deſires, but giveth not ability ſuddenly and without 
 helpo expreſ5 and lay oper: our Hearts in a fit method and 
ſignificant words. — Ability of Speech is a common Gift. 
of the Spirit, which the Lord beſtoweth upon good and 
bad, &c. . 
Ibid. p gt- 3. That the meaſure of the Spirit - ſkandeth not in 
Words and Forms, but in fervent Sighs and Groans, 
Rogers, Ibid, 4. That *©there is nothing letteth, but that in ſuch 
* Forms, the Hearers Hearts may profitably go with 
© the ſame, both to humble, to quicken, and to com- 
Diſc. of Pray- * fort. And Dr. Owen cannot deny but that they ma 
er, 1333»23t be for edification, and that Perſons in the uſe of them 
23t. | - 
may have Communion with God. 
5. They ſay, that the. Scriptures :nſiſted upon in 
this Caſe, are grounded upon Miltakes, and are milſ- 


applied, 


: | | 
- f mn. *c | 5 Theedulis,. 
applied, as Mr. Tombrin particular hath clearly mani — 


Fourthly, I fhalt conſider what their Opinion is as- 


to the Engliſh Liturgy, or Common-Prayer; both as 


tothe Liturgy it ſe]lf, and Communion in it. As to: 
the Liturgy it (elf, it's acknowledged, | 

7. That the Matter for the moſt part is good, ſound, [745 cnc 
and divine, and-that there is not any DoGrinal Paſſage Serm.s Prom 
in any of the Prayers, that may not bear a good conſtru- 74 Dtpact 
Fion, and ſo Amen may be ſaid to it, as-Dr. Bryan with & 4a; tor. 
others do maintain. 0 SedEP.3S« 

2. That as no- Church for this 1400 Years has bs, 
been without its Publick Forms, ſo ours is the beſt. 

So-the old Non-conformiſts 3 Gompare the Do@rines, E<:ter of the 
Prayers, Rites at thoſe Times || throughout ] '7# rs int mas yoo ” 
the Churches with ours,andin all theſe ( bleſſed be the Nawe 

of the Lord) we are more pure than they, And it's not 

much ſhort that we find 'in-Mr. Baxter, in the. name of — P'ea 
the preſent Non-conformiſts. _— 

3. That which is accounted faulty, is tolerable, and 
hinders not but that 1t's acceptable to God, and edify- 
ing to pious and well-diſpoſed Perſons. 

Tolerable. So Mr. Gorbet ; * The Worſhip contained” Pla for Lay- 
©in the Liturgy, may lawfully be partaked in, it be- y 0mm” 
*ing ſound for ſubſtance in the-main, and the mode V.347cTryal, 
*thereof being laudable in divers Forms - and Orders, ©%?45* 

* and paſſable in the moſt, though 4n ſome offenſive, 
inconvenient, or leſs-perfeQ: 

Acceptable to God. So the old Non-conformiſts ; ſetter of the 
In them that join with the Prayers, according to Chtiſt's pore homes 
Command, ( and liberty of abſence fron Chriſt, hath not 
been ſhewed ) notwithſtanding the —_— we hold. 
the "Prayers to be - an holy acceptable Sacrifice to God, . 

CC. 
Edifying to well-diſpoſed "Perſons... To this purpofe 
Mr. 


70 J A 
c4 Mr. H; Mr. Aogers, &Cc. 
I ; hr, ey, ely Si Cortet profeiſeth his own EX 
"4)Cerler. Plea, periencez (a) * Though I judg their Form of Worſhip 
P3-:7.,p, tO be in many reſpects leſs perie& than is defired, 
p _—_ s yet I have found -my Heart ſpiritually affe&ed and 
tion-. © raiſed towards God therein, and: more eſpecially In 
- eh b ry receiving the Lord's Supper. I judg this Form ma 
$acril. deſert. © He ſed formally by "A age _— by 
PM; Baxrer's ©. th are'Spiritual. It is my part to make 
brandy 5 mc the eſtabliſhed Form. As to Com- 
Fo BalsTrya munion 1n the Liturgy, it 1s granted, I, That there is: 
| -przr. <8; no cauſe to renounce it, or the Communion of the 
?.155- -.,; Church for it, and that ſo to do is a Sin (b), 2. That 
if Fon of der all the Reformed Churches in Ghri endom, do commonly 
"Engle Pld. | profeſs to hold Communion with the Engliſh Churches 7n 
WK == tag "the Liturgy, if they come among ws where it is uſed (c), 
M. Humphry's 3. It's declared on the part of the old Non-con- 
revoke he formiſts, That they ordinarily and conſtantly uſed the 
dir, Baxto's Communion-Book in their Publick, Miniſtrations (4): 
--+9Þ Pall and that tbe People generally were in their days Jatiſ- 
p.364 fiedinit (ec), And for the preſcnt it's declared, We 
—_ 53s Life can lawfully not only hear Common- Prayer, but read it our 
MT: " | ſhall not trouble the Reader with the ſeveral Ob- 
jeQions againſt the Liturgy, and the Anſwers return'd 
to them by the old and preſent Non-conformiſts, but 
Trial-<+5- ſhall content my ſelf with that, which it ſeems was much 
FO in{ifted upon in the days of Mr. *Ball, and their Reply 
Obiect ” The Liturgy, in the whole Matter and Form thereof, is 
"SW = Soma yr hriſtian, it is ſo either in 
8 e'Litur ntichriſtian, 1t is 
= Þs the — nrnng or of the Form. Not of the 
* Matter ; for that which properly belonged to An- 
© tichriſt, the foul and groſs Errors, is purged . 


_>* | TCPEF 
© Not of the Form; for Order and Phiraſe of Speech 
«1s not properly Antichriſtian. TE 
2. That the Engliſh Liturgy is gathered according P. :55. 
«to the Ancients, the pureſt-of. them, and: is- not a {| Li & 
© Collection out of the Maſs-Book, but a refining of 014. zng/-p.14- 
«that: Liturgy which heretofore had been ſtained 97,7277 
< with the Maſs, e*c. and: is not a Tranſlation of the Goa, 7 3099. 
Maſs, but a Reſtitution of the Ancient Liturgy. J_—_— 
Thus ſaith that Learned Perſon, and- much more, —_ p. 281, 
to-whom many others do- likewiſe conſent. And in 
this Vir. Tombs is fo zealous, that he concludes 3. I can- Theods'sns. 
not but judg, that either much Ignorance, or much Ma- *.'** 
lice it is, that makes any traduce the Engliſh Common- 
Prager Book, as if it were the Popiſh Maſ3-Book, or as 
bad as it and to deter Mtn from joining with thoſe Pray-- 
ers and Services therein, which are good, as if it were 
joining with Antichriſt the Pope, (when they can hardly. 
be ignorant that the Martyrs in Ducen Mary's days were 
burnt for it )' is impudent- falſhood. | 
Having thusfar confidered the Forms, I ſhall now 5,q _ 
proceed to. ſhew- what their Opinion is of the Ge- 
{tures required in Lay- Communion, ſuch as Kneeling 
at the Sacrament, and ſtanding up at the Creed. an 
Goſpels, WK 
As to Kneeling. 
1. It's granted, that the Poſture in the- Sacrament: 
is not determined... So Mr. Baxter ; I never yet. heard Chritian Di- 
any thing to prove Kneeling unlawful, there is no. Word 500k ArGaGk 
of God . for or againſt'any Geſture. © oo | 
2, It 1s granted, whatever the Geſture of -our Savi- Mey ns = 
our in it was, yet that doth not oblige. This Mr. Tombs . Miniſter and - 
hath undertaken to ſhew ; 1. * Becauſe this Geſture S_ 
ſeems not to have been' of choice uſed by Chriſt. — | 
©2. Becauſe St.Paul omits the Geſture, which he would 744. p. 18. 
*not have done, if it had been bindmg. 3. He men- 
* tions 


RE. oO 
<< tions the Night, and calls it the Lord's Supper, and if 
© the Time be not neceſlary, much leſs the Geſture. 
© 4: If the Geſture doth oblige, then Chriſtians muſt 
* uſe the {elf-ſame that Chriſt uſed. 
« 3. It-is granted, that the nature of the Ordinance 
"Chriſtian Let- doth not forbid Kneeling. So Mr. Bains ; Kneeling 


% L o be . jo 
wo © ts not unbeſeeming a -Feaſter, -when our joy muſt be 


Þ- SOS. . ; 
|. DireR, p.616. mingled with reverent trembling. So Mr. * Baxter ; * The 


© nature of -the Ordinance 1s mixed. And if 'it be law- 

. © ful to take a Pardon from the King upon our Knees, 

© I know not what can make it unlawful to take a ſea- 

Difvaſee, c.2> 14 Pardom from Chriſt,by his Ambaſſador,upon.our 
2.30.&c.6. © Knee, Hence Mr. Bailey reckons it. as an Errorof 


212121222, ſome Independents, that they accounted ſitting neceſſa- 


ryer Plea, ry, as a Rite ſignificant of fellowſhip with Chriſt,and a part 
Treat. 3. c.10- of our imitation of him, and for both theſe reaſons, de- 
_— {£lared it neceſſary to keep on their Hats at the time of par- 
Hicipation. 
4. It is granted not to be Idolatrous. So Mr. Bains; 
* Kneeling is neither an occaſion, nor by participation 
V. B4xt. 3 © Idolatry.: Kneeling never bred Bread-workhip. And 
is. our Dodrine of the Sacrament, known to all the 
| * World, doth free us from ſuſpicion of adoration in n. 
Theodali4,y, To theſe Mr. Tombs adds; * 1. That the Papiſts a- 
356,0% < dore not the Bread at putting it into' their Mouths, 
© but at the Klevation. It being inconfiftent with their 
© Principles, to worſhip that which is not above them. 
V.T. D. Fe- © 2. That the Worſhip of God not direted to a 
—_— w-® Creature, but before it, as an occaſional Obje& of 
Anfie. oY * adoration to God, is not Idolatry. 3. That yet in the 
V. Ame Freſh * Church of England the Elements are not occafio- 


$535 +5 + nally fo, but the Benefits of Chriſt in the Lord's Sup 


Letters, 144. 


| Perkyns Caſes, © per. And 4. Kneeling is not to the Bread, but as the 


'* fignification of an humble and grateful mind 3 as he 
 {hews from the Rubrick. 


5. Thoſe 


" + Fiftbh, Thoſe that do account it inconvenient, | 
© yet account -it not to be-unlawful. Thus Mr. Cart- Grang. Thaw 
wright ; *Kneeling in receiving the Sacrament, being. ; oy "wg . 
*incommodious in its own nature, and made far more Second Reply, 
$ incommodious by Popiſh Superſtition, is not there-* *** 
£ fore ſo to be rejected, that we ſhould abſtain from 
© the Sacrament (if we cannot otherwiſe be partakers 
* of it) becauſe the thing is not in its own nature un- 
©Jawful. So it's ſaid of the old Non-conformiſts ;'Troughrow's 
Kneeling at the Sacrament was diſliked by all, but yet 292-99 
thought tolerable, and that it might be ſubmitted to by 
ſome of the moſt Learned. | 
From all which we may conclude with Mr. Vines, 0: the $acra- 
- that the Poſture being a circumſtance of Action,as well ment, 7-102. 

as the Time and Place, zs not of the Free-hold of the Or- 
dinance ; and with Mr. Baxter, that thoſe that think — _——_ 
they muſt not receive kneeling, think erroneouſly. fix: 

As for ſtanding up at the Creed, &c. Mr. ' Baxter Chriſt. Dire&. 
Gith,his judgment is for it, where it is required,and where {M9 1c 
not doing it would be diviſtue and ſcandalow. Nay elfe- p. 96. 
where he faith, that tis 4. convenient praiſing Geſture,8c. 

Thus I have conſidered the moſt material Points, in 
which the Lay-Members of the Church of England 
are concern'd, and ſhew'd that the lawfulneſs of the 

things injoined.upon ſuch, is declared and juſtified by 

the Suffrage and Judgment of as eminent Non-con- 

formiſts as have lived in the ſeveral Ages fince that 

unhappy Controverſy was firſt ſet on foot amongſt us. 

And now what remains, but that - every, one con- 

cerned,ſet himſelf ſeriouſly and impartially to conſider 

It ; and it becomes ſuch ſo to do,when they go againſt 

the ſtream of the moſt experienced Writers of their 

own Party,who might pretend to underſtand the Caſe 

as well, if not better, than any that were converſant 

in it. Jt becomes ſuch, * _ they bury that _ 
© the 
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'" che condemmation of file Wortip, which the Lord; 


* the Author of all Truth, doth allow in his Service. 
< When they forlake the Prayers of- the Conpregati- 
* on, and rt from the Table of. the Lord, and 
© break off Society and Communion with the Churches. 
* of Chriſt, &c. when they expoſe. Religion to Con- 
* tempt, and the Truth of God to-Reproach, by the 
Rents and Diviſtons in the Church 3. as Mr.. Ball doth 
repreſent it... | | 

It becomes: them, when. our Diviſion gratifieth the Pa-- 
piſts, and greatly hazardeth the Proteſtant Religion, and 
by it we may loſe all which the ſeverat Parties contend about, 
as Mr. * Þgxter hath proved. . 

* It becomes them, when the Church of Ezglard is. 
the Bulwark of the Proteſtant Religion amongſt us 
at Home, and-. that according to the noted ſaying of 
Mr. Egerton, The 7" toms. nay from it, would more 
efadually introduce Popery, than all the Works of Bellar- 
Tine. 

It becomes them, when this is-the Bulwark of it a-. 
bread, and *© all the Reformed Churches in the Wartd 
< have a Venture in this Bottom, which if compar'd to 
© 2 Fleet, the Church of England muſt be acknowledg- 
<ed to be the Admiral. And if it go. ill with this 
<.Church, fo as that miſearry, there is none of the 
« Churches of Chriſt this day under Heaven, but are. 
© like to feel it 5 as Mr. 'Br3rnfley diſcourſes. | 

Laſtly, It becomesthem, when Diviſions and Sepa-- - 
rations draw. down. the Diſpleafure of God, and ow; 


Dueling with Us Open. 10 his Jadgments. Therefore Dr. *ÞBryan, at-. 
God, Sera. 6. 


ter he hath hrgelyinſfiſted upon the Argument,and the. 
prefent Caſe amongſt us, doth thus apply himfelf; <O- 
* that 1 could prevaih with you,. to lay-fadly to heart 

*the greatneſs of "the. Sin of Diviftons, and grie-' 
*vouſncſs . of the; Puniſhment threaened againſt it, 


6 and.. 


«and Encouragers of private Chriſtians to make this 
«finful Separation, would read oft, and meditate upon 
« St. Fude's Epiltle to ver/. 20. and that the Multitudes - 
* that are willing to be led by them, would follow the 
«-preſcription of the means here to preſerve or recover. 
© themſelves from this SeduCtion, verſ20,21. And that. 
£ both would leave off their reviling the Government 
© Eccleſiaſtical, and the Miniſters- that conform, and 
«ſubmiſſively behave themſelves by the Example of. 
«£ Michael, &c. 
I ſhall.conclude. the whole with the peaceable and On the zphrf.”. 
pious Advice of Mr. "Baines 3 * Let every Man walk 7; **” 
* within the compaſs of his Calling. Whatſoever lieth 
*not in us to reform, it ſhall be our Zeal and Piety ta- 
* tolerate, and with Patience to forbear, eſpecially in 
«things of this nature, which concern not-ſo much the. 
* outward Communion with God or Man, eflentially 
* required in a viſible ſtate, as the-due ordering of 
© Buſineſs in the ſaid Communion, wherein there be 
. * many Superfluities and Defects, ſalud tamen Eccleſis 3 - 
*yea, and ſuch a Church notwithſtanding, as wherein 
* the beſt and trueſt Members -( Circumſtances confi-: 
*dered) may: have. more cauſe to rejoice than to . 
* prieve. . 


®” <4nd hath been executed for it 3 and that the Leaders: Do 


